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‘Pray for us’ urges Beirut vicar 
as Anglican church in Lebanon 
emerges unscathed from war 

Former Wycliffe student set to return to minister to congregation in Beirut if ceasefire holds 



bv Rebecca Pavelev 
A FORMER student of 
Oxford’s Wycliffe Hall theo- 
logical college is set to return 
to his post as vicar of Beirut 
in the wake of the ceasefire. 

The Revd Nabil Shehadi 
and his wife Sarah and son 
Sebastian were in the UK on 
a working visit when the war 
in the Middle East broke out, 
and the family were stranded 
thousands of miles from 
their congregation. 



Mr Shehadi, who trained 
at Wycliffe Hall in Oxford 
from 2000-2002, described 
the situation in Lebanon as 
‘tragic and totally horren- 
dous’. 

The church of All Saints, 
Beirut is the only Anglican 
congregation in Lebanon and 
has always been a centre for 
Christian mission in the area. 
It is located in the centre of 
Beirut and is very close to 
areas which have been devas- 




The Revd Nabil Shehadi (centre) and wife Sarah (left) talking 
to Bassem Adranly, an Arab Christian now working in 
Jerusalem, right. Pictured at Wycliffe Hall last summer. 



tated by the bombing but 
amazingly, the church is 
unscathed. 

Many of the 200 strong 
congregation have been evac- 
uated though a hardy rem- 
nant have met elsewhere as 
the church had to close for 
safety. 

Mr Shehadi is British, but 
of Lebanese origin. After 
Wycliffe, he served in 
Hammersmith and was 
caught up in last year’s 
London bombings, just 
before he took up his post in 
Beirut. He works in Beirut 
under the auspices of the 
Church Mission Society, but 
his post is funded by dona- 
tions. He is also heavily 
involved in the Arabic Alpha 
course and is Alpha advisor 
for Lebanon. 

He said the situation in 
Lebanon had been precarious 
before war broke out 
between Israel and Hezbollah 
but that positive work had 
been going on on the ground 
with many agencies. 




All Saints Church, Beirut 



All Saints itself is an ‘oasis’ 
for many missionaries in the 
area. ‘It is a wonderful 
church to be part of,’ he said. 

The church was built in 
1912 but was destroyed in 
the Lebanese civil war 
(1975-90) and has since been 
rebuilt. 

Mr Shehadi asked 
Christians in the Oxford dio- 
cese to pray this week for 
peace in the Middle East. 

‘We would ask Christians 
here to pray Your kingdom 
come and Your will be done 
and to pray that God will 
bring peace to the whole 
world. Pray also for Lebanon 
particularly and the 
Christian church there. 
(continued on column 1, page 14) 



Faith leaders unite in High 
Wycombe after terror arrests 



CHURCH leaders in High 
Wycombe have expressed 
support for the Muslim com- 
munity after police swooped 
on homes in the town as part 
of the investigation into 
alleged bomb plots on planes. 

Several arrests have been 
made in the town and as the 
DOOR went to press, wood- 
land was still cordoned off for 
a police search. 

Team vicar the Revd Mary 
Gurr, in whose parish two 
arrests were made, said the 
community had remained calm 
and restrained throughout. 

'People are taking the view 
that suspects are innocent 
until proven guilty/ she said. 

In nearby Terriers, Revd 
Canon Tony Dickinson had 
written to parishioners letting 
them know the church would 



be open for prayers and a spe- 
cial service was organised. 

The Team Rector of High 
Wycombe, David Picken 
attended a meeting with 
other faith leaders and issued 
a joint statement expressing 
'shock, disbelief and pain at 
the unfolding events'. 

The statement said: 'We 
have a common vision for our 
town - of a place of toler- 
ance, harmony and reconcili- 
ation. Over the coming weeks 
we are committed to working 
together to ensure that the 
vision is a reality, and invite 
everyone to join us in this 
endeavour/ 

He told the DOOR Anglican 
congregations had urged him 
to tell the Muslim community 
that they had their full sup- 
port and prayers at this time. 



Also in this issue... 

The changing face of training for the ministry 

pages 10 & 11 

Swapping parishes - from North Oxfordshire to New 
Zealand page 15 

10 year old baptised in the brook page 20 
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News 

New era for Oxford Ministry Course 



bv Sally Jarman 

IT’S all change for the St 
Albans and Oxford Ministry 
Course (SAOMC). From 
September, Oxford based 
activities will be centred at 
Ripon College, Cuddesdon, 
while St Albans based activi- 
ties will transfer to the Eastern 
Region Ministry Course. 

The move follows the 
Hind Report which pro- 
motes creation of new 
regional training partner- 
ships (RTPs) to cater for the 
evolution of theological 
training and development. 
Under the new RTPs the 
SAOMC’s two principal cen- 
tres would be in different 
regions, making co-ordina- 
tion difficult. 



The renamed Oxford 
Ministry Course will operate 
under the umbrella of 
Cuddesdon, while retaining 
its own identity. The Principal 
will be Ripon College’s princi- 
pal, the Revd Canon 
Professor Martyn Percy. 
Associate Principal will be the 
Revd Gerald Hegarty who has 
been involved with the course 
for more than 10 years. 

Mr Hegarty told the 
DOOR: The SAOMC has 
always embraced a wide 
range of churchmanship 
which has been very success- 
ful and very helpful for ordi- 
nands in learning how to dis- 
agree from the point of 
friendship and recognise the 
values of varying tradition. 

‘I believe that the move to 



Cuddesdon will only enrich 
that base and that ordinands 
on the Oxford Ministry 
Course and at Ripon College 
will benefit from the 
increased interaction that is 
planned.’ 

The SAOMC came into 
being in 1994 after 20 years 
as the Oxford Ministry 
Course. In 1993 Vincent 
Strudwick, who became the 
first SAOMC principal, 
wrote of the merger: ‘We 
believe that the needs of our 
society and the way in which 
the Church responds to these 
will be increasingly met by 
people trained for ordination 
in the way which we offer, 
for a collaborative ministry - 
lay, ordained, stipendiary, 
non-stipendiary, in a rich 



variety of possibilities. 

‘We are all delighted at this 
opportunity to celebrate the 
course and its 20 years of 
service to the Church of God 
and we look forward to the 
new chapter in our life which 
is just beginning.’ 

As this September marks 
the next chapter for the 
OMC students past and 
present will be reassured by a 
familiar face at Cuddesdon 
in the form of administrator 
Gill Pratley. Gill has been 
with the course for many 
years and has worked hard 
to ensure the move goes 
smoothly. 

To contact the Oxford 
Ministry Course call Gill 
Pratley at Cuddesdon on 
01865 874404. 




Unforgettable weekend at 
Yellow Braces 2006 



YELLOW Braces 2006 was 
again a huge success with a 
great bunch of teenagers 
from around the Diocese get- 
ting together for a weekend 
of malarkey, Christian com- 
munity and great food. As 
well as the usual activities 
and a dip in the arctic swim- 
ming pool everyone also took 
part in ‘The Beat goes on’ 
campaign, a national initia- 
tive to highlight the fact that 
the demands for trade justice 
were still on the agenda. 

Nearly 100 people sustain- 



ing a percussion rhythm on 
improvised drums was a 
sound that will be very diffi- 
cult to forget! 

The worship, the talks, the 
campaigning for social jus- 
tice and the experience of 
Christian community all 
came together as a memo- 
rable experience of what it 
means to be a follower of 
Jesus. 

Next year’s Yellow Braces 
will be on the 6-8 August. 
Photo: KT Van Santen 
Lifeguarding at YB 2006 
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Back to Church Sunday 



WILL you be inviting people 
back to church this year? 
More than 70 churches in 
Berkshire have already signed 
up to Back to Church Sunday 
on 26 November, with more 
joining every day. 

The idea is that members of 
the congregation personally 
invite people they haven't seen in 
church recently to come along, 
and churches make a special 
effort to be welcoming that day. 
And the good news is that it real- 
ly works: nearly 900 people 
came 'back to church' in the 
Manchester Diocese in 2005. In 
our own Diocese, St Paul's, 
Wokingham tried it last year 
and were delighted by the posi- 
tive outcome. 

Father John Connell, Priest- 
in-charge, said: 'We were 
amazed at the number of peo- 



ple who came back to church, 
and the new people who have 
been turning up regularly ever 
since. 

'Just a few weeks ago three 
members of the same family who 
joined us on Back to Church 
Sunday were baptized and the 
parents confirmed. We really 
have experienced the Lord 
adding to our number and we are 
delighted that other parishes 
across Berkshire will be sharing 
in the campaign/ 

If you haven't already signed 
up, contact Jane Manley at the 
BTCS office on 0118 966 
5288 or johnandjane2@btin- 
ternet.com; or the Revd Jo 
Loveridge, Area Dean of 
Bradfield, on 0118 983 4433. 

You can find out more at 
www.oxford.anglican.org/ 
backtochur.ch 



Contemplative Fire 



FOLLOWING on from the suc- 
cess of last year's course on 
the Christian Contemplative 
tradition, Contemplative Fire 
is holding a series of six fur- 
ther talks on the themes of one 
seeing, one knowing, one love. 

Led by the Revd Philip 
Roderick and guest speakers, 



the monthly days will start on 
9 September with the topic 
Wonderstruck Beholding, 
Revealing God. For more 
details, contact contempla- 
tivefire@btinternet.com or 
call 01494 758878. Days cost 
£40 or £210 for the full- 
course. 



Farewell to Jonathan Hancock 



BBC Radio Oxford's Sunday 
Breakfast host Jonathan 
Hancock is leaving the station 
after two years of presenting 
the faith-based show. 

Jonathan is changing 
careers to become a primary 



school teacher, and will be 
studying for his PGCE in 
Brighton. 

His Sunday morning show is 
to be taken over by Phil 
Mercer, who also presents the 
Saturday morning show. 




Aspects of 
Bereavement 

a series of 8 lectures 
in Oxford beginning 

October 5th 2006 
at 7.30pm 



For more details and an application form ring 



01865 202242 



or write to: 

Oxford Cruse, Wesley Memorial Hall 
New Inn Hall Street, Oxford 0X1 2DH 



Church of St John the Evangelist 
Vicarage Road, New Hinksey, Oxford 0X1 4RE 

Sunday 24th September 2006 

Walsingham Festival 

In the 75th anniversary year of the translation of the Image 




Solemn Evening Prayer, Procession of OLW and 
Benediction at 6.00pm 

Celebrant - The Rt Rev’d the Bishop of Ebbsfleet 

Preacher - Mrs Ruth Ward 
Guardian of the Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham 

Refreshments - Collection in aid of the Walsingham Appeal 
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Feature 





SSKIP co-founders Karen and Lucy (left) with Ruth and Emily 

Information evening 

SSKIP wants to pass on its experiences and discoveries in sup- 
porting children with additional needs in the church commu- 
nity with a free evening event on Friday 20 October at 8pm in 
Greyfriars Church, Friar Street, Reading. 

‘Special Kids, Special Needs’ is for parents and carers of 
children with additional needs (and others in the church com- 
munity wanting to learn more). The evening will start with a 
talk by the Revd Malcolm Duncan of Faithworks and the 
opportunity to meet others in a similar position. There will be 
tips on starting points for developing prayer and support in 
your church, and a bookstall and information. 

If you are interested in attending, contact Karen on 
sandkporter@btinternet.com 



New from the international 
and speaker, Paul Anderson- Walsh, comes a 
book that will change the way you see life and yuurseu. 

A book that President of Grace Walk Ministries, Steve McVey calls 
both a weed killer and a fertiliser simultaneously. Find out why... 

To Order Now, visit 



ft 



Equal in God’s sight 



The birth of a child with additional needs is life-altering for any family and finding acceptance, 
understanding and support within the church community is vital. At Greyfriars Church in Reading 
parents have formed SSKIP (Supporting Special Kids in Prayer). They told Sally Jarman how 
SSKIP had helped them and why they now want to pass on their experiences to others. 



‘IT was at the New Wine 
summer conference 3 years 
ago, which provides fantastic 
support for families with 
special needs children and 
young people, that we 
realised how many people 
were starved of regular sup- 
port from their churches,’ 
says Ruth Pearse. 

As mothers of children 
with additional needs them- 
selves, Ruth Pearse and 
Karen Porter of Greyfriars 
Church, are no strangers to 
the isolation of trying to 
cope with the daily realities 
of their situation. 

Karen says: ‘When we 

We are really open 
and honest. If some- 
one feels angry with 
God there is no judge- 
ment. We have all 
been through it. 

realised Lucy had special 
needs we went through so 
many emotions and had to 
make so many re-adjust- 
ments to how we had imag- 
ined our lives progressing. It 
was like a bereavement and 
the future was suddenly so 
unsure. 

‘On a practical level every- 
thing we had taken for grant- 
ed, from school provision to 
a simple evening out sudden- 
ly became more complicated 
and unknown. Even going to 
church didn’t feel so easy or 
welcoming. People aren’t 
intentionally unkind but 



when your child is behaving 
unusually and others don’t 
understand you can feel that 
perhaps it would be best just 
not to be there.’ 

Church communities with 
their limited staff have many 
demands on their resources 
and so Ruth decided to form a 
self-help group for parents in 
the congregation in similar sit- 
uations. With the support of 
the clergy at Greyfriars they 
held their first SSKIP meeting 
in the church’s coffee shop. 
They meet once a month and 
activities have since extended 
to social events including all 
the family. 

Ruth explains: ‘Mainly we 
talk about our struggles and 
good and bad moments, and 
just about what our month 
has been like. 

‘We are really open and 
honest. If someone feels 
angry with God there is no 
judgement. We have all been 
through it.’ 

As well as sharing infor- 
mation and experiences over 
coffee and chocolate the 
group prays together. 

Karen says: ‘We feel we 
have had real answers to 
prayer and have seen that 
God doesn’t let us down.’ 

Both women feel they have 
grown in faith through their 
experiences and through the 
support of fellow Christians. 
Karen says: ‘Spiritually we 
have been taken down a road 
we didn’t choose to go 
down. But I know now that 
God made my daughter and 



she is the way she is and can 
still be part of God’s plan 
and purpose. 

‘For us, her family, God 
has opened up a whole new 
vision of the world and we 
see things - and people’s 
needs - in a different way 

v It is the responsibili- 
ty of all Christians to 
demonstrate in word 
and deed that all peo- 
ple matter to God/ 

now that could be of great 
benefit.’ 

Greyfriars also has a week- 
ly service for adults with 
learning difficulties who 
might have difficulty access- 
ing general services. 

But not all churches are so 
proactive. Ruth recalls again 
the outpouring of emotion 
and need for unburdening 
and sharing at New Wine: 

‘I realised I didn’t feel that 
need now that I had the sup- 
port of SSKIP.’ 

Which is why SSKIP wants 
to pass on its experiences to 
others (see panel right for 
details of an upcoming event). 

Speaking at the event will 
be the Revd Malcolm 
Duncan of Faithworks, a 
Christian organisation help- 
ing the church to serve local 
communities. 

He told the DOOR: ‘It is 
the responsibility of all 
Christians to demonstrate in 
word and deed that all peo- 
ple matter to God. The 



Church is not just the build- 
ing, it is every person who is 
part of the Body of Christ. If 
we are to reflect God’s heart 
we must honestly grapple 
with our failure to care for, 
serve and work alongside 
those who are disabled and 
their families.’ 

Alison Webster is Social 
Responsibility Adviser for 
the Oxford diocese. She told 
the DOOR: ‘It’s very good to 
hear of initiatives like SSKIP. 
Oxford Diocesan Board for 
Social Responsibility has a 
Health and Social Care 
Group which includes learn- 
ing disabilities in its remit.’ 
Other disability issues are 
also addressed by the BSR. 

For details contact ali- 
son.webster@oxford.angli- 
can.org 
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Such a difference Useful contacts 



The success of SSKIP is a 
clear signal to the church of 
the need for greater support 
and fellowship for people 
with special needs and their 
families, both practically and 
in prayer. 

Here SSKIP members 
describe to us what a differ- 
ence such support has made 
to their lives. 

Ann has a teenager in a 
special school. She says: 
‘SSKIP to me is a place 
where you can share with 
other Christians about hav- 
ing a child with special needs 
without having to put on a 
mask, and where you know 
you will be understood.’ 

Rachel has a pre-school 
child with a recent diagnosis 



for autistic spectrum. She 
says: 

‘At times, having a child 
with special needs can pres- 
ent you with some seemingly 
impossible struggles as well 
as joys. Being part of SSKIP 
helps me to be real about 
those challenges but to keep 
them in the context of a God 
for whom everything is pos- 
sible.’ 

Anna has a io year-old 
child with severe anaphy- 
laxic-risk allergies. She says: 
‘This group has really helped 
to support us with our son 
who has severe nut allergies, 
and it has enabled us to meet 
others with similar issues 
and know that they will pray 
for us.’ 



‘Essentially Free, Best 
Practice Guidelines’, by the 
Dioceses of Canterbury and 
Rochester, helps churches 
assess their accessibility for 
people with disabilities. Tel 
01622 755014, or go to 
www.churchinsociety.org 
Through the Roof is an 
organisation committed to 
making the Christian mes- 
sage accessible to all. Call 
01372 749955 for more 
details or see their website 
www.throughtheroof.org 
Faithworks has resources to 
support individuals and help 
churches put their faith into 
practice serving their local 
community. For more infor- 
mation call 020 7450 9052 
or see their website 
www.faithworks.info 
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People & places 



Clergy News 

Revd Peter Abrahams, Team 
Vicar, Colnbrook in the 
Riverside Team, is to retire; 
Revd Andrew Allen, 
Incumbent, St Mary & All 
Saints, Brixham with Churston 
Ferrers & Kingswear is to be 
Priest in Charge, Upton-cum- 
Chalvey Team Ministry, 
Burnham and Slough Deanery; 
Revd Margreet Armitstead, 
Assistant Curate, Littlemore St 
Mary the Virgin & St Nicholas, 
is to be Priest in Charge, 
Littlemore St Mary the Virgin 
and St Nicholas; Revd Dr 
Stephen Brian, Vicar St 
Anne's, Bagshot, is to be 
Chaplain of St Mary's School, 
Wantage; Revd Canon Mike 
Butterworth, Principal, 
SAOMC, is to be House for 
Duty Priest, Broughton, 
Aylesbury Deanery; Revd 
Christa Cerratti, Priest in 
Charge, Lavendon with Cold 
Brayfield, Clifton Reynes & 
Newton Blossomville, is to be 
also Area Dean, Newport 
Deanery; Revd Joanna Coney, 
Associate Priest, St Michael's, 
New Marston, is to be 
Associate Priest, St Peter's, 
Wolvercote; Revd Dr Andrew 
Davison, is to be Tutor in 
Doctrine at St Stephen's 



House, Junior Chaplain at 
Merton College; Revd Pauline 
Hardy, Associate Priest, 
Watling Valley, is to retire; 
Revd Lucy Holt, Curate, 
Newton Longville and Mursley 
with Swanbourne and Little 
Horwood, is to be Team Vicar, 
Eton & Dorney in the Riverside 
Team, Burnham and Slough 
Deanery; Revd James Leach, 
Assistant Curate, St John the 
Baptist, Knowle, is to be 
Director of Training, Gerrard's 
Cross, Amersham Deanery; 
Revd Anthony Lury, Priest in 
Charge, All Saints Ascot 
Heath, is to be House for Duty 
Priest, Wallingford, Churn 
Benefice; Revd Mandy 

Marriott, Priest in Charge, 
Water Eaton & Area Dean of 
Milton Keynes, is to be Priest 
in Charge, Sherington with 

Chicheley, North Crawley, 

Astwood & Hardmead 

(SCAN), Newport Deanery; 
Revd Andrew McKearney, 
Vicar, Church of the Good 
Shepherd, Cambridge, is to be 
Vicar, Iff ley St Mary the Virgin, 
Cowley Deanery; Revd Tim 
Naish, Rector Hanborough and 
Freeland, is to be Director of 
Studies, Oxford Ministry 
Course; Revd Giles Pinnock, 
Assistant Curate, St Mary & St 
Giles, Stony Stratford & All 
Saints, Calverton, is to be 



Rector, Kenton St Mary the 
Virgin, Harrow; Revd Canon 
Ian Pusey, Priest in Charge, 
LAMP Group of Churches & 
Area Dean of Newport, is to 
retire; Revd Canon Roger 
Salisbury, Team Rector, Great 
Chesham, is to be Senior 
Associate Minister, All Soul's, 
Langham Place; Revd Pauline 
Seaman, NSM Curate in 
Charge of St Mary Magdalene, 
Shippon and Chaplain to 
Abingdon Hospital, is to be 
NSM Priest, Shippon, 
Abingdon, and remains 
Chaplain to Abingdon 
Hospital; Revd John Waller, 
Rector, The Brickhills & Stoke 
Hammond, is to be also Area 
Dean of Mursley; Revd Canon 
Robin Ward, Vicar, Sevenoaks 
St John the Baptist (Diocese of 
Rochester), is to be Principal, 
St Stephen's House; Revd 
Laura Wilford (formerly 
Gibson), Priest in Charge, 
Worminghall with Ockford, 
Oakley and Shabbington, is to 
retire; Revd Bob Willmott, 
Rector, Wingrave, Aston 
Abbotts & Cublington and 
Priest in Charge, Wing with 
Grove, is to retire; Revd Shane 
Wood, Incumbent, St Peter & 
St Paul Teddington and 
Fulwell, is to be Team Rector, 
Aylesbury with Bierton & 
Hulcott. 




Animal Welfare Sunday 



Free information packs including Order of Service and 
sermon notes available from: 



Tel: 01 252-843093 Email: AngSocWelAnimals@aol.com 

www.aswa.org.uk 



Sunday 

1st October 2006 



This year we are concentrating our concerns on the 
pressing issue of Live Exports. 

■ 

Is your Church remembering the suffering of thousands* 
of farm animals on this day? \ 



The Secretary 

Anglican Society for the Welfare of Animals 
PO Box 7193, 

"^^^Harnpshire RG27 8GT. 

Also, please support our special service a 
St Bartholomew's Church, Brighton 
on Saturday 23rd September - 2.00pm. 



Ride and Stride 




Cyclists and walkers in Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire will 
be taking part in this year's 'Ride or Stride' on Saturday 9th September. 
The annual event raises money for the Historic Churches Trust and 
participants are sponsored for the number of churches they visit in one 
day. 540 churches are visited by over 900 cyclists and walkers, and at 
least 2,000 people help keep these churches open from 10am to 6pm. 
Sponsorship forms can be obtained from your local church. 



Grant for Asylum Welcome 

ASYLUM seekers and refugees in Oxfordshire will continue to 
receive much needed support thanks to a grant from the 
Church Urban Fund (CUF). 

The grant will pay the salary of a Volunteer Coordinator 
for Asylum Welcome, an organisation which aims to reduce 
poverty, suffering and social isolation of asylum seekers, 
refugees and immigration detainees. 

The Volunteer Coordinator will be responsible for 
managing and supporting over 100 volunteers and will work 
closely with other public service providers and the public to 
dispel the myths and misinformation about refugees and 
asylum seekers. 

Mercedes Cumberbatch, Director of Asylum Welcome says: 
‘The grant will help us to build our volunteer base to enable 
better practical and emotional support to these individuals 
and families, who often have complex social needs.’ 

Pat Evemy is Development Manager for the CUF: ‘This 
project is an asset to both those using its services and the 
volunteers who support it. Asylum seekers and refugees 
benefit from volunteers with the skills and confidence to help 
in complex and sensitive situations. Volunteers receive 
professional support in an often stressful environment and a 
high standard of training. The engagement of local faith 
communities and the ongoing support of local churches are 
testament to the importance of the project’s work.’ 

The CUF is a charity supporting churches and projects tackling 
poverty and injustice in England's poorest communities. To find 
out more about their work go to: www.cuf.org.uk 



Parish Magazine 
provides an historic 
record 

Snippets from a 
Finchampstead parish 
magazines dating back 100 
years have been compiled into 
a booklet marking the 
village's past. 

The booklet, produced by 
local archivists Olive Buchart 
and Jim Bell paints a picture 
of village life in the late 
1800's, with details of 
concerts, prize-givings, events 
and news. 

Mr Bell said: 'Parish 
magazines give you quite a 
good idea of what life was like 
in Finchampstead over a 
century ago/ 

Proceeds from the sale of 
the booklet will go towards 
church funds. The booklet can 
be purchased from St James 
Finchampstead. 



C of E’s oldest 
sub-deacon dies 

John Stack, believed to be the 
oldest episcopally 

commissioned sub-deacon in 
the Church of England, died 
this summer aged 90. 

Mr Stack was 
commissioned in 1937 by the 
then Bishop of Oxford, Dr 
Kenneth Kirk. 

Apart from his war service, 
Mr Stack served in the parish 
of Oxford St Barnabas 
continuously until his death. 
He read the epistle in church, 
one of the responsibilities of 
the sub-deacon, the Sunday 
before he died. 

A sub-deacon is a lay- 
person who assists the 
deacon and Priest when 
celebrating the eucharist. 
However, the post of sub- 
deacon has become more 
uncommon since the 1960's. 



K Eco-column 

The Church of England marked World 
Environment Day (Monday 5 June) by 
taking a further step forward in the 
campaign to ‘green’ the Church. 

All parish churches throughout the 
country are being invited to carry out an 
audit of current energy uses so that a 
benchmark can be established. This is a 
relatively simple affair involving reporting 
the total units or litres used of electricity, 
gas and oil in 2005. Once the size of the 
current ‘carbon footprint’ of the Church 
has been assessed, the campaign will roll 
out initiatives to shrink that footprint. 

Perhaps it is worth emphasising that the 



first stage ONLY involves an audit. The 
second stage involves sensible energy 
saving measures. These will also save 
money, particularly as energy costs are 
predicted to increase very markedly in the 
next few years. 

Only much later will SOME churches 
wish to consider energy generation schemes 
such as solar panels and wind turbines. 

The eventual aim is to reduce the carbon 
emissions of the church to 40% of present 
levels by 2050. This will not be an easy 
task, but I feel it is imperative that the 
church moves on from talking about the 
issue of climate change, and starts doing 
something. 

Martin Hodson is Principal Lecturer in 
Environmental Biology at Oxford Brookes 
University and webmaster for Sage - Oxford’s 
Christian Environmental Group. 

Shrinking The Footprint 

http://www.shrinkingthefootprint.cofe.anglica 

n.org/ 
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God in the life of. . . 

Our new racial justice adviser 



What better time to introduce our new racial justice adviser, Raj 
Patel, than in the run up to Racial Justice Sunday on 10 
September. Sally Jarman caught up with Raj to find out more about 
his faith and his aims for his work with the diocese. 



THE Anglican church has 
been a source of joy and of 
frustration for Raj Patel since 
he became a Christian on pre- 
cisely 7 January, 1975. 

There was joy in the rela- 
tionship forged with fellow 
worshippers at his first church 
in Leicester based on respect 
and value for him as a person 
regardless of creed or colour. 
Since his family had moved 
from Kenya in the 60s he had 
been used to far less positive 
reactions from British society. 

And he rejoices that in his 
personal journey so far he has 
encountered many Christians 
positively making a difference 
towards racial justice, ‘with 
commitments and joy that go 
beyond human strength alone’. 

But he says he has also 
seen how Christians, because 
of inaction or misguided acts, 
will have caused God sorrow. 

In the Anglican church 
today Raj believes we are actu- 
ally turning people of all races 
away - because our words say 
we promote equality but in 
practice there is inequality: 

‘We pay lip service to equal- 
ity and hide behind the correct 

'We should ask 
ourselves why it is 
that even though, in 
some churches, 
there is a large 
proportion of black 
people, there are 
very few in 
leadership 
positions/ 

words and actions to show 
our credentials. But in terms 
of who we are in the sight 
of God that doesn’t come 
through. It’s a hypocrisy that 
would put anyone off.’ 

The attitude in many Chri- 
stian communities towards Black 
and Asian worshippers is still, 
he believes, patronising and pat- 
ernalistic and he suggests: ‘We 
should ask ourselves why it is 
that, even though in some Ang- 
lican churches there is a large 
proportion of black people there 
are very few in leadership positions.’ 

One of the things he wants 
to bring to his new role is 
‘a reverse transformation’. He 



explains: ‘Promoting racial 
justice is as much for the sake 
of white people as for black 
people if we want salvation. 

‘I’d like the wider church to 
realise it is for our own good. It 
is part of stacking up rewards 
in heaven and not just for the 
sake of black people.’ 

And he firmly believes that 
although it is important to 
make a difference in global 

His father saw 
Christianity as a 
white man's religion 
and his brother was 
confident he would 
grow out of it. But 
his family were 
always accepting of 
his beliefs. 

policy, it is at local level, in 
church communities and 
among individuals, that the 
changes can really be put into 
action and felt. 

Such changes will require 
intent, will and commitment 
to achieve. But he is confident 
that the will for racial justice 
in the Oxford diocese is great 
and is looking forward to sup- 
porting Christian communi- 
ties in finding ways to make it 
a reality. 

Part of his focus will be on 
schools, looking at everything 
from development training for 
teachers to the curriculum and 
general school environment. 

He says: ‘I want to convert 
the will that is there into 
something very practical that 
will make a difference for peo- 
ple on the ground.’ 

From black and Asian 
Christians in the diocese Raj 
also seeks action: 

‘They need to buck up 
their ideas and become active 
in their contribution to their 
church communities, leading 
Bible study groups, joining 
the PCC, becoming involved 
in ministerial training.’ 
Action is something Raj is 
no stranger to himself. In the 
1980s he was co-ordinator 
of Evangelical Christians 
for Racial Justice, producing 
groundbreaking work on 
anti-racism within Christian 
communities. 

He has co-edited two theo- 



logical books: ‘A Time to Speak’ 
and ‘A Time to Act’, and 
worked as Executive Secretary 
for the then British Council 
of Churches Community and 
Race Relations Unit. 

He has chaired the Alliance 
of Asian Christians and attends 
the Asian Christian Fellowship 
in Wycombe Road, Oxford. 
He is also an active member 
of his church, St Andrews, in 
Linton Road in the city. And 
since 2003 he has run his 
own consultancy business 
which, among other things, 
conducts equality and diver- 
sity training. 

So how did this energetic, 
passionate campaigner for 
racial justice in the church 
become a Christian? 

Raj explains: ‘I was brought 
up as a Hindu of Gujarati ori- 
gin. I have always believed in 
God and had conversations 
with God from an early age. 

‘But I became a follower of 
Christ as a teenager in 1975. 1 
can remember the date exact- 
ly. I had been attending a Bible 
study group at a local church 
for a while. But 7 January was 
when I recognised that there 
was something more than just 
mental commitment. There 
was a welling up of the Holy 
Spirit, excitement, peace and 
an innate knowledge that it 
was the path to follow.’ 

His father, he says, saw 
Christianity as a ‘white man's 
religion’ and his brother was 
confident that he would grow 
out of it. But his family have 
always accepted his beliefs: 

‘My parents, with their 
Hindu background demon- 
strated more Christian values 
and ways of Christian living 
than many churchgoers today, 
which is quite an indictment 
on many Christians.’ 

Racial Justice Sunday on 10 
September is an ideal time for 
Christians in the diocese to 
focus their attention on their 
words versus their actions, 
says Raj. 

The theme this year is one 
after his own heart, taken 
from James (2:26): ‘Faith with- 
out actions is dead.’ 

But that's just the start, he 
warns: ‘As Christians we have 
an exciting mandate to demon- 
strate one humanity, and a dif- 
ficult challenge to work 
towards a just society.’ 



Marking the 
day: Racial 
Justice Sunday 

This year’s diocesan service 
for Racial Justice Sunday will 
be at 3pm at St Mary and St 
John Church in Cowley. 

The Rt Revd Alan Wilson, 
Bishop of Buckingham, will 
preach at the service. 

As one of the organisers of 
this year’s event, Raj Patel says 
it would be good to see as 
many parishes as possible rep- 
resented. For further details 
contact the Revd Adam 
Romanis on 01865 242396. 

For help in resourcing 
material for individual 
parish celebrations call 
Churches Together in Britain 
and Ireland on 020 7654 
7254 or see their website 
www.ctbi.org.uk 



offa house 

The Coventry Diocesan Retreat House & Conference Centre, 
Offchurch, Leamington Spa. CV33 9AS 
Offa House is a peaceful easy to reach venue for residential con- 
ferences of up to 30 and day conferences for up to 60 

2006 Autumn Programme 

Leaflets with details and booking forms are available by post 
or e mail from Offa House 01926 423309 offahouse@btcon- 
nect.com and more details of events my be found on our web 
site www.offahouseretreatxo.uk 

Wed 18 Oct Workshop Personality Type & Managing Conflict 
Canon David Tilley £25 

Thurs 19 Oct Quiet Day Mists or mel fruitfulness? Dr Sar* 
Serpell £12.50 

Fri 24 - Sun 26 Nov Pre-Advent Retreat Let there be dark for us 
to contemplate Nicola Slee £85 

Mon 27 Nov Quiet Day Today if you hear !’• v voice Jessie 
Spreadbury £12.50 

Mon 27 Nov - Fri 1 Dec Pre Advent Retreat for those in 
Ministry Drawing near to the Kingdom Rev Jeff Leonardi £140 
Wed 6 Dec Evening Workshop Spirituality & Scripture: 
Beginnings, how the Gospels introduce Jesus’ birth. Rev Richard 
Cooke £8 

Mon 11 Dec Day of Guided Prayer Rev Andrew De Smet, Rev 

David Pettifor, Mrs Jessie Spreadbury £15 

Mon 18 Dec Quiet Day "Be it unto me..." Rev Andrew De Smet 

£12.50 
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View from here 



What world are you in? 



I recently read a 
most moving 
reflection by 
Professor John 
Hull entitled, 

‘Open Letter 
from a Blind 
Disciple to a 
Sighted Saviour’. 

It is an open, 
honest and challenging 
engagement with Jesus’ 
apparently negative attitudes 
towards blindness. At one 
point he declares: ‘When I 
became blind, then I realised 
that blindness is a world, 
and that the sighted condi- 
tion also generates a distinc- 
tive experience and can be 
called a world. Now I find, 
Jesus, that I am in one world 
and you are in another.’ 

He says, poignantly: ‘You 
accepted the fishermen. 
Even when they left their 
boats and nets on the shore, 
they would continue, in a 
sense, to be fishing. You 
accepted the children, 
embraced them, and said 
that they were to be models 
of the Kingdom. You accept- 
ed the ministry and friend- 
ship of women, even those 
who had a shady past, but 
blind people had to become 
sighted before they could fol- 
low you. I am confused, 
Lord. I am not only hurt and 
puzzled; I am offended.’ 

At the heart of his reflec- 
tion is a critique of the ‘self 
enclosure’ sighted people 
practise - living in our own 
sighted world, with its pow- 
erful assumptions about nor- 
mality, and no sense of the 
need to engage with those 
who live in the unsighted 
world. Such ‘self enclosure’ 
was also challenged recently 
at a conference at Sarum 



College, Salisbury. 

Entitled, ‘The 
faith journey of 
the impaired pil- 
grim’, it explored 
how the faith of 
people with 
impairments chal- 
lenges the church 
and much of our 
received theology. 

One of the organisers, Rev 
Donald Eadie, reflected 
afterwards that, ‘Not many 
understand how our experi- 
ence of our bodies has 
refashioned our faith jour- 
ney... Some spoke of their 
sense of isolation, desola- 
tion, loss of role and identity 
and abandonment by the tra- 
ditional church, which offers 
sympathy and pity but does- 
n’t know what to do with 
us.’ 

I receive Donald Eadie’s 
final conclusion as a pro- 
found and important chal- 
lenge to those of us who do 
not (currently) experience 
disability, and one with 
which we urgently need to 
get to grips: ‘Theology must 
not be left to those who are 
fit and strong. Theology 
must also be wrestled for 
through pain and disability. 
What has to happen for the 
Church to move beyond see- 
ing the disabled as the recip- 
ients of ministry - to the dis- 
covery of the ministry of the 
disabled?’ One answer, for 
starters: an incredible 

amount of learning. 

Alison Webster is Oxford 
Diocesan Social 
Responsibility Adviser. For 
more information'about the 
articles by John Hull and 
Donald Eadie, contact 
Alison.webster@oxford. angl 
ican.org 




The Oxford Diocesan Year Book 2006/7 



The most comprehensive and useable source of 
information about the diocese ever produced 




Contact details for parish 
clergy, churchwardens and 
other officers * Lists of chap- 
lains and other non-parochial 
clergy *Information about the 
Central Services provided by 
Church House departments 
* Legal information about day 
to day parish issues 
*Information about church 
facilities including children's 
and youth work, and facilities 
for the visually impaired and 
the disabled. 

The Year Book costs just £1 1 
(plus £2.75 p&p). Download 
an order form or order online 
at: www.oxford.anglican.org/ 
yearbook or phone 01865 
208200 



Faith at work 



The demands of a 24-hour, seven-day a week society are changing 
the time we spend at work and at home. Peter Steddon, one of the 
Diocese of Oxford's ecumenical industrial chaplaincy team, argues 
that Christian ministry in the future will be most effective when it 
encompasses both these areas of people's lives. 



‘WHAT do you do?’ It’s the 
classic opening gambit at 
parties, or for that matter 
synods and chapters. When I 
reply that I’m an industrial 
chaplain, or involved in 
industrial mission, I some- 
times feel that the words 
should come with a health 
warning. They might help 
people to understand what I 
do, but equally they can 
cause people to misunder- 
stand. 

For example, ‘Industry’ 
not only just mean heavy 
manufacturing. We now talk 
about the leisure industry, 
tourism industry, service 
industry and so on. And 
‘mission’ is not just for mis- 
sionaries in the Victorian 

Did you know that 30 
per cent of the work- 
force now works on 
Sundays? While this 
creates obvious prob- 
lems for the church it 
creates opportunities 
for ministry too 

sense. Indeed industrial mis- 
sion today, or ‘Mission in 
Work and Economic Life’, 
reflects the spread of this 
ministry to all people in 
work, in the private, public 
and voluntary/community 
sectors, paid or unpaid. 

Many of the traditional 
activities of an industrial 
chaplain are still in place: 
being part of the employee 
support provision in an 
organisation, visiting regu- 
larly, offering pastoral care 
to individuals who have lost 
a relative or are going 
through job loss or the 
break-up of a relationship. 
We still engage with the man- 



agement structures of an 
organisation, and offer a 
prophetic voice in its coun- 
sels. Our role is still to pur- 
sue social justice and good 
stewardship of natural 
resources through local gov- 
ernment or community part- 
nerships. 

But, changes are taking 
place in workplace ministry 
which, unsurprisingly, close- 
ly resemble those we are now 
seeing in the wider church. 
These, in turn, reflect 
changes in the world in 
which we all operate - an 
important shift which 
Howard and Welbourn refer 
to as ‘the new paradigm’ in 
their influential book, ‘The 
Spirit At Work 
Phenomenon.’ 

Boundaries between 
worlds have become fuzzy 
and subject to constant 
change. People are no longer 
born, schooled, married and 
buried within the parishes 
into which the church is 
organised. Often they do not 
even sleep, work and ‘recre- 
ate’ in the same community 
each week. 

In addition, everyone expe- 
riences pressure to perform 
and family time is eroded. 

Did you know that 30 per 
cent of the workforce now 
works on Sundays? While 
this creates obvious prob- 
lems for the church it creates 
opportunities for ministry 
too. 

Many of the ways in which 
the church is responding to 
the new environment, by 
developing fresh expressions 
of church such as liquid 
church, network church, cafe 
church, are highly relevant in 
the world of work. We can 
‘make, be and do church’ on 
a business park too, if that’s 



where people find communi- 
ty. 

So, workplace ministry has 
become a shape-shifter. 
Indeed, ministries in the 
working world are well 
placed to respond effectively 
to change. They may be min- 
istries ‘on the edge’ from the 
perspective of ‘solid’ or 
mainstream church, but they 
are slap in the middle of 
where most people spend 
most of their time, and form 
some of their most important 
networks. 

Perhaps the most exciting 
thing of all is that the church 
is already engaged in valu- 
able ministry in many of 
these networks in organisa- 
tions ranging from the police 
to the law, medical and 
teaching professions, in pub- 
lic relations and within BT. 

To see this ministry clearly, 
we must understand the 
church to mean the people of 
God, rather than the build- 
ings where they meet; and we 
must understand ministry to 
be synonymous with service, 
and open to all believers, not 
just the ordained. 

It seems quite clear to me 
that the future of workplace 
chaplaincy lies with a distrib- 
uted, every-member ministry, 
and with ministry teams 
which draw on the rich 
resources of experience, tal- 
ent and skill already present 
in the gathered church. 

I believe that the key task 
for me, and others like me, is 
to enable, encourage and 
support the priesthood of all 
believers. Christians who 
work can exercise a quiet but 
hugely valuable and power- 
ful ministry among their own 
colleagues. 

Church members who 
have retired from paid work 




Revd Dr Peter Steddon, a 
member of the Diocese of 
Oxford's ecumenical 



industrial chaplaincy team 

could also use their lifetime 
of experience and people 
skills to minister to those 
who are still working. After 
all, every place of work is in 

Church members who 
have retired from 
paid work could also 
use their life skills to 
minister to those who 
are still working. 

After all, every place 
of work is in some- 
one's parish. 



someone’s parish. So this is 
‘both/and’ church in action, 
in a highly practical and 
effective way. It is ‘people of 
faith, serving people at 
work’. 

The Oxford Industrial 
Chaplaincy offers a service 
covering the city and hope- 
fully, in God’s good time, the 
whole county of 
Oxfordshire. The harvest is 
plentiful, the potential huge. 
There are many needs out 
there, and employers are gen- 
erally receptive. I would love 
to hear from more parishes 
and individuals interested in 
helping with the harvest! 

Contact the Revd Dr Peter 
Steddon on 01865 251549, 
Txt 07918 778389 Email 
oicdirector@btinternet.com 
Web www.oxinch.ik.com 

Chaplain contacts 

Ministering the gospel of 
Christ to people in their 
daily work and economic 
relationships is part of the 
whole life and mission of the 
church. Details of the ecu- 
menical team of chaplains 
for Oxfordshire, Berkshire 
and Buckinghamshire can be 
found in the Diocesan Year 
Book. 



Adopt-a-cop in Milton Keynes 



OVER the last six years the Christian Police 
Association (CPA) has promoted the benefits 
of its ‘Adopt-a-Cop’ scheme that arose from 
a community project in Brixton where 
churches committed themselves to pray for 
the Police. 

Hampshire police have also found the 
scheme successful. After prayers for a reduc- 
tion in local crime, the burglary rate dropped 



by 1 1 per cent in the first year and 24 per cent 
in the second. Prayers for a reduction in juve- 
nile nuisance saw a 45 per cent drop in com- 
plaints. 

Police chaplain, the Revd Bob Green, is 
now looking for churches with a heart for 
prayer in Milton Keynes who would be will- 
ing to pilot Adopt-a-cop in the area. Contact 
him on 07966 043235. 
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Comment 



to the editor 



How not to be an alien 



Someone asked me 
about the rather 
sultry lady in our 
lounge, the end of 
her cigarette dan- 
gling over a deck 
of playing cards 
and a beer. 1945? 

Susan Hayward? 

Jane Greer? My 
mother, actually. 

Cyprus, 1947. Her 
government made 
her stateless whilst she was 
in Alexandria in October 
1939, and she came to the 
UK in 1950. She was 
Hungarian, or as they used 
to say in those days, a 
bloody foreigner. Actually, 
Hungarians underwent a 
curious metamorphosis in 
the 50's. Before 1956 they 
were exotic, unpredictable, 
and profoundly suspect. 
Then came the Hungarian 
uprising and suddenly 
Hungarians became plucky 
little freedom fighters 
against the Red Menace. 
People began to press small 
coins into my mother's hand 
or give her their old clothes, 
instead of cheating her in the 
shops as heretofore. She and 
her sister would sooner have 
done without either extreme 
reaction, but there you are. 
On the whole life was sweet, 
and it all worked out well. 

Reasonably well, anyway. 
Forty years later, from the 
depths of dementia, one of 
the last phrases my mother 
could frame, seared deep 
into her consciousness from 
the past, was ‘I am not from 
this country.’ Was this an 
excuse? Something to pref- 
ace enquiries to strangers in 
a country where, as George 
Mikes used to say, every 
town was ‘a vast conspiracy 



to mislead for- 
eigners’? I don't 
know. 

The 50's were 
a funny old 
time. I remem- 
ber asking my 
aunt, with 
whom we lived, 
about a sign in a 
window 
saying ‘No 
coloureds’. It 
conjured up a house of 
translucent people, like jelly- 
fish, and I didn't like it one bit. 
‘But aunty, we're all coloured, 
aren’t we?’ 

Some people think of the 
1950's as the glory days of 
the Church of England. I'm 
not so sure when I consider 
what we did to Caribbean 
settlers of the Windrush gen- 
eration. Almost all of them 
were weekly churchgoing 
Anglicans when they arrived, 
and thought we were, until 
they experienced the small 
mindedness, snobbery, mate- 
rialism and racism of the 
mother country. Even allow- 
ing for some idiotic Fleet 
Street Xenophobia, Britain is 
a far less small-minded place 
now than it was 50 years 
ago, far more compassionate 
and imaginative. 

God has made of one 
blood all nations upon the 
earth. God, whose design 
sense creates a world teeming 
with variety and refined par- 
ticularity, knows what he is 
doing. We have to seek out, 
proactively, ways to reflect 
His intentions in the inner 
space of our Church commu- 
nities in ever more positive 
and creative ways, so as to 
become, increasingly, what he 
wants us to be - salt and light 
in the world. 




BY THE BISHOP 
OF BUCKINGHAM 



‘Inspired?’; faithful capital; clear your conscience 



Inspired Campaign 

WAY back in June some of 
you may have received the 
English Heritage literature 
promoting their ‘Inspired!’ 
campaign. If they succeed 
in their efforts to persuade 
the government to allot fur- 
ther funds for the upkeep of 
churches according to their 
five-point plan it will be of 
immense value to us all. 

The literature includes a 
poster and a postcard 
addressed to the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer urging him 
to support the campaign. 

Unfortunately they had 
the rather uninspired idea 
of sending the literature to 
the clergy with instructions 
likely to add unhelpfully to 
their workload. Fortunately 
due to the efforts of the 
Archdeacon of Berkshire 
and some DACs and other 
bodies around the country, 
English Heritage has now 
printed further supplies of 
the postcards which are 
available from Nick 
Chappie at English 
Heritage on 020 7973 3267 
or churches@english-her- 
itage.org.uk. 

I hope at least every PCC 
member in the diocese will 
send in a postcard, and dis- 
tribute more copies of the 
literature if it is still avail- 
able. If the Chancellor 
takes heed it will be the 
best thing that has hap- 
pened for the fabric of our 
churches since the VAT 
refund scheme. It is a truly 
worthy campaign, but it 
will be kicked into the long 
grass unless we all take the 
ball and run with it. 

Erica Harman 
Chairman, Berkshire 
Churches Trust 
Christopher Walton 
Chairman, Oxford Historic 
Churches Trust 



Faithful Cities Report 

IT is a pity the authors of 
Faithful Capital report 
(from the Commission on 
Urban Life and Faith, 
Comment, Door 
July/August) seek to preach 
at the vasf majority of 
those living in the UK who 
are not Christian. I can 
never understand why the 
Church wasted its time 
hoping people will act in a 
Christian way, when it 
appears they have no inten- 
tion of bending the knee. I 
presume our leaders believe 
they have a prophetic mes- 
sage but if that is so, it is a 
pity they failed to discuss 
inter alia, the breakdown of 
families; uncontrolled 
immigration and the evils 
of gambling. 

They regard wealth cre- 
ation with distaste - and 
little understanding - the 
report smacks of Old 
Labour with pious tinges: 
higher taxes: the lesson that 
we cannot make poor peo- 
ple richer, by making rich 
people poorer has yet to be 
understood by the C of E. 

Faithful Cities was 
launched with an ill judged 
attack by the Archbishop of 
York on David Beckham 
who has enough problems 
as it is; apparently 
Beckham paid £50K for a 
dinner party ticket; this was 
compared with the £250 
per week pay of a hospital 
porter. In fact Beckham's 
dinner-ticket was a dona- 
tion to charity. Surely 
Beckham's charitable 
instincts, along with those 
of Warren Buffett, Bill 
Gates and UK's Andrew 
Lloyd Webber who have all 
recently given prodigious 
sums to charity should be 
widely applauded not con- 
demned. Why does the 



church appear to think that 
money that belongs to the 
state is ‘good’ whilst pri- 
vate capital is ‘bad’? Unless 
the risk takers can accumu- 
late how can they give it 
away? And does anyone 
think seriously that govern- 
ment can give away money 
more efficiently than the 
likes of Bill Gates? 

The report inveighs 
against the gap between 
rich and poor and tells 
readers that it is greater in 
the UK than the EC; but 
unemployment is roughly 
double in the EC zone than 
the UK because of their 
egregious welfare costs. As 
employment costs are far 
lower in the UK we attract 
more jobs and wealth cre- 
ators. Raise taxes, and 
wealthy creators will vanish 
to lower taxation areas. So 
if we run our business 
affairs as they do in the EC 
our unemployment levels 
might well rise to theirs so 
the church cannot have it 
both ways. Lastly, there is a 
recommendation that we 
should have a “living 
wage” instead of a mini- 
mum wage. We live in a 
global economy; all that 
would happen if such a 
device were to be intro- 
duced is the opposite to 
that intended: Jobs would 
be exported to countries 
who do not have such luxu- 
ries. 

Tom Benyon 

A representative of the 
Diocese of Oxford on General 
Synod 

Acts of torture 

MR Watkins has even more 
to worry about than he men- 
tions (Letters, DOOR 
July/Aug). The inclusive 
gospel is indeed meant to 
bring justice, peace and joy to 



us all - in body, mind and 
spirit. 

Therefore we need to 
worry about the decision in 
a case brought to the House 
of Lords and determined by 
them in June. Back in 2004 
the Appeal Court ruled that 
four British men, all profes- 
sionals in their fields, who 
had been permanently dis- 
abled by torture in Saudi 
Arabia could not sue that 
government for compensa- 
tion, only the officials respon- 
sible. However The Lords 
looked at the State Immunity 
Act 1979 and decided reluc- 
tantly that officials are 
immune from legal action as 
well as their governments. 

These four innocent 
British men had been caned 
and beaten with pickaxe 
handles to force them to 
make false confessions, yet 
the Prime Minister expressed 
satisfaction with the Lords’ 
decision. 

For the last few years I 
have been helping the fami- 
lies of four other British men 
who were tortured in Egypt. 
Three of them were sent 
home in the Spring and with 
the help of Lord Harries I 
expect the fourth to be home 
before the end of September 
That poor man was so 
appallingly tortured that it 
astonishes me he survived. 

The good news is that a 
group of leading lawyers 
have set up the Clear 
Conscience Trust to fight for 
justice (www.clearmycon- 
science.org.uk). 

Ironically we are all signa- 
tories of the UN convention 
against torture which clearly 
imposes on states a duty to 
prevent and punish acts of 
torture wherever they occur. 
Wake up indeed! 

John M Cornwall 
Buckingham Amnesty Group 




With an up-to-date "A Church Near You" page, 
new visitors will always be able to find your church 



It's quick, easy and accurate... and free! 



Sign-up your church today. 
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Ordinations 

Meet the new deacons 
for the Oxford diocese 



Nine new deacons were ordained by the Bishop of Dorchester, the Rt Revd Colin Fletcher, at Christ Church Cathedral this 
summer and are now serving in our parishes. Read their biographies below; they would all appreciate your prayers as 
they begin their ministry in Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire. 



Joanna Collicutt McGrath 

Parish: Witney Team Ministry 
Joanna will be serving in 
Witney Team Parish. She has a 
background as an NHS con- 
sultant clinical neuropsycholo- 
gist and now lectures in psy- 
chology of religion at 
Heythrop College, London 
University. She is married with 
two grown-up children. 

John Dane 

Parish: Deddington 
John was bom in London and 
lived in America for 20 years 
where he met his wife Valerie 
and worked as a therapist and 
consultant on alcoholism and 
addictions. He has six children. 
He has been training through a 
special course which means he 
is already living and working in 
the parish of Deddington 
where he will serve his title. 

Lesley Hay 

Parish: Shrivenham and 
Ashbury 

Lesley comes to the ordained 
ministry after a career in man- 
agement consultancy specialis- 
ing in communications and 
behavioural change in organi- 
sations in many countries and 
cultures. She hopes that some 
of this will be useful in rural 
ministry, as she becomes stipen- 
diary curate in Shrivenham and 



Ashbury Benefice. She trained 
at Westcott House in 
Cambridge and Yale Divinity 
School and is excited about 
joining the Oxford Diocese 
from the Edmonton Area of 
the Diocese of London. 

Gordon Hickson 

Parish: Oxford St Aldate 
Gordon is an ex-army offi- 
cer and worked in business 
before becoming involved in 
international church work. 
He was senior pastor of four 
churches in Hertfordshire, 
and ministered with the 
Assemblies of God for 12 
years. He is already working 
on the staff of St Aldate’s, 
Oxford, where he is 
Associate Pastor. 

Stephen Johnson 

Parish: Sunningdale 
Stephen will be serving his tide 
at Holy Trinity, 
Sunningdale. He recendy mar- 
ried Rachael and has gready 
enjoyed his time at Wycliffe 
Hall. As a musician, sports- 
man and general enthusiast, he 
is looking forward to sharing 
his time, gifts and faith in the 
Oxford Diocese. 

Alice Monaghan 

Parish: Gerrards Cross 
Alice is looking forward to 



training for a Church in mission 

Cranmer Hall is committed to serving 




part-time training for ordained 
in the Church of England 

full- and part-time training 
for lay ministry 

part-time in-service training 
for clergy 




COURSES AT CRANMER: 



ST- |0HNS 
COLLEGE 



+ 1 year MA in Theology & Ministry 

(1 year's full-time, 2 or 3 year's part-time study)* 




D U R H AM 



+ 3 year BA in Theology & Ministry 
+ 2 year Diploma in Theology & Ministry 
4 s 1 year Certificate in Theology & Ministry 

* Cranmer now offers a new route through the MA by block periods of study, 
making the course accessible to those living anywhere in the country. 



For further information please contact: 

Val Strickland, Cranmer Hall 
St. John's College, 3 South Bailey, Durham, DH1 3RJ 
^ Tel: 0191 334 3894 Email: v.e.strickland@durham.ac.uk 






1. Lesley Hay 

2. Alice Monaghan 

3. John Dane 

4. Stephen Johnson 

5. Joanna Collicutt McGrath 

6. Gordon Hickson 

7. Michael Spence 

8. William Pearson-Gee 

9. Sarah Pix 



Is God calling you? 

The Oxford Diocese has a network 
of friendly Vocations Advisers who 
are here to help you. 

For an adviser near you ring: 
Hilary Unwin on 01494 725228 
Debbie Dallimore in the Diocesan 
Director of Ordinand's office on 
01865 208291 



joining in with what God is 
doing at St James’s, Gerrards 
Cross and Fulmer. Alice 
trained at Ridley Hall, 
Cambridge, while her hus- 
band John studied 
Physiotherapy. Before Ridley 
she worked for St Michael’s 
in Camden Town after 
studying Architecture at 
Edinburgh University. They 
have a baby son, Philip. 

William Pearson-Gee 

Parish: Oxford St Andrew 
William is 44 years old and 
married to Lucia. They have 
two daughters aged three 
and the six months, and he 
also has a 13-year-old daugh- 
ter by his late wife. He will be 
serving his title at St Andrew’s 
Church, in North Oxford 

Sarah Pix 

Parish: Britwell St George 
Sarah is married to Christ- 
opher. She worked as a 
botanist at Kew Gardens, and 
then for a year as a church 
I 



worker before training at 
Ridley Hall in Cambridge. 
She really feels called to live 
and worship alongside the 
people of Britwell St George, 
and to work with the con- 
gregation to see God’s king- 
dom growing. 




Michael Spence 

Parish: Cowley 

Michael is an academic 
lawyer who works on intellec- 
tual property and obligations 
theory and a consultant with 
the law firm Olswang. He is 
currently Head of the Social 
Sciences Division in the 
University of Oxford. He will 
serve his title at St James’s, 
Cowley where his wife, 
Beth is already in the second 
year of her curacy. Michael 
and Beth have five children 
and have enjoyed the move 
to St James’s from St 
Aldate’s, Oxford, where 
they worshipped for 17 
years. Michael trained at St 
Stephen’s House. 



(Z 

OJ 

N 

5 

OJ 



a ) 

mmm 

<✓> 

L. 

o 

X 



t: 

o 



E 

o 







THE DOOR : SEPTEMBER 2006 



9 



News & Views 




photos by Frank Blackwell 



Ringing success of 
Guild’s anniversary 



THE Oxford Diocesan Guild 
of Church Bellringers cele- 
brated its 125th anniversary 
this summer with a service at 
Christ Church Cathedral in 
Oxford attended by more 
than 300 ringers. 

Members then went on to 
ring at towers around the 
city before meeting for tea at 
St Giles. 

In all more than 400 
ringers took part in the 
event. ‘We were thrilled at 
the turnout,’ said Jon 
Chamberlain, Master of the 
Guild. 

The service at Christ 
Church was led by the 



Bishop of Buckingham, the 
Rt Revd Alan Wilson. 

The Guild is the largest in 
the country, with more than 
2,500 members. 

It works to improve liai- 
son between ringers and 
churches and as a social 
‘club’ for ringers. 

Though the numbers of 
ringers in this Diocese is very 
healthy, they are always on 
the look out for more, par- 
ticularly younger people. 

New ringers tend to be in 
their 50s, so there are wor- 
ries about the future of bell- 
ringing in years to come, 
said Mr Chamberlain. 




Stand Up against poverty 



CHURCHES in the Oxford Diocese are 
being asked to Stand Up Against Poverty 
during a Global Month of Action from 
14 September to 17 October; and partic- 
ularly on Sunday, 15 October. 

The Global Month of Action follows 
on from last year’s Make Poverty 
History campaign. Coordinated by the 
Global Call to Action against Poverty 
(GCAP), the international coalition of 
which Make Poverty History was the UK 
platform, the month will launch in the 
UK on 14 September at Christian Aid’s 
‘The Beat Goes On’ event in London. 

Campaigners will be calling for trade 
justice, debt relief and more and better 
aid throughout the month, which will 
culminate in a series of ‘Stand Up’ 
actions between 11am Sunday 15 
October and 11am Monday 16 October 
and a Global White Band Day on 
October 17. 

The ‘Stand Up’ actions on October 
15/16 offer churches and schools a par- 



ticular opportunity to ‘stand up and be 
counted.’ 

During that time period, groups all 
around the world will rise from a sit- 
ting/kneeling position and stand for a 
minute, while a ‘Stand Up’ pledge - 
available in next month’s the DOOR - is 
read out. They’ll then count how many 
people participated, and feed the num- 
ber into a central ‘counting house’ by 
email or fax. 

‘The aim is to get large numbers of 
people ‘standing up’ so that we can 
make the point to governments that 
poverty is still an issue and people are 
still concerned about it,’ says Maranda 
St John Nicolle, World Development 
Adviser for the diocese. ‘This isn’t a sub- 
stitute for long term prayer and action - 
but it is a moment we can use to keep 
poverty on the agenda.’ 

The timing of the event means that 
churches can easily take part, either dur- 
ing their regular service or in a separate 



event. Resources - including informa- 
tion about the event, worship materials 
and suggestions for further action - 
are available online at 
www.bond.org.uk/campaign/toolkit or 
from CCOW (Christian Concern for 
One World). 

And after this month of action? 
Diocesan churches already pray, give 
and act in a variety of ways to stand up 
against poverty, and the hope is that this 
activity - a critical outworking of God's 
call to love our neighbours - will 
increase. As Deputy Headteacher 
Matshidiso Reid, from All Saints 
Montshiwa in our twin diocese of 
Kimberley and Kuruman, says: ‘I believe 
it is a good idea for people who are not 
under the criteria of poverty to stand up 
for those who are, because I believe it is 
the right of an individual to live a fruit- 
ful life, and one cannot live a fruitful life 
while living under the appalling condi- 
tions of poverty.’ Join in! 



Talking point: the debate 
on women bishops 



FOLLOWING its decisions in 
July, it is highly likely that the 
General Synod will be asking 
us all to 
debate the 
question of 
the ordina- 
t i o n of 
women to the episcopate not 
once, but twice, over the next 
few years . . . and all that 
when most people have made 
up their minds on the subject 
already. That could be a 
recipe for disaster - or, more 
likely, boredom - but I think 
that with a little imagination 
it could be very creative. 

Initially ‘dioceses, deaner- 
ies and parishes’ (and, of 
course, teams and multi- 
parish benefices) are being 
asked ‘to continue serious 
debate and reflection on the 
theological, practical, ecu- 
menical and missiological 
aspects of the issue’. It is not 
simply a matter of ‘are you 
for or against this develop- 
ment?’. Simultaneously a 
group is being asked by the 
Synod to begin the process 
of drafting the necessary 
legislation that would allow 
this to happen, whilst, at 
the same time, making legal 
provision ‘consistent with 
Canon A 4 ’ for arrange- 
ments to maintain the high- 
est possible degree of com- 
munion with those consci- 
entiously unable to receive 
the ministry of women 
bishops. 

That legislation, when it 
comes, will need to com- 
mand a two-thirds majority 
in each of the three houses 
(laity, clergy and bishops) at 
General Synod, and, assum- 
ing that the votes in July pro- 
vide a true guide to people’s 
voting intentions, it will 
receive that from the bishops 
and clergy but not, narrowly, 
from the laity. 

In other words, the debate 
is very much alive. 

But there is a danger that 
it will all become too black 
and white with people sim- 
ply lining up on one side or 
the other. Looking at the 



‘theological, practical, ecu- 
menical and missiological 
implications’ will, I hope, 
enable us to 
do rather bet- 
ter than this. 

I am 

delighted, 
therefore, that later this year 
the DOOR will be carrying a 
number of articles exploring 
these areas. The Bishop’s 
Council hopes that these will 
inform the debates going on 
at a local level - and we will 
be seeking to mirror this pat- 
tern at Diocesan Synod as 
well. 

Ten years on from the 
ordination of women to the 
priesthood we now have a 
wealth of evidence about its 
practical and missiological 
outworkings, and it will be 
good to reflect on these. 
Ecumenically, whilst many of 
our Free Church colleagues 
find it very difficult that we 
do not have women as bish- 
ops, the Roman Catholic 
Church has issued a quite 
proper warning that it will 
affect our relationships with 
them. Theologically the 
questions become even 
sharper than in the debates 
over the ordination of 
women to the priesthood 
when we consider the role of 
a bishop as a focus of unity. 

My prayer is that we will 
seize the opportunity we 
have been given for plenty of 
listening both to each other 
and to the Holy Spirit. 
Decisions as momentous as 
this one deserve it. 

• Have you made up your 
mind where you stand on 
the debate over women 
bishops? Or are you open 
to persuasion? The DOOR 
would be interested to hear 
your views. You can write 
to us at The DOOR, 
Diocesan Church House, 
North Hinksey Lane, 

Oxford OX2 ONB or email 
door@oxford.anglican.org 
or post comments on our 
website at 

www.oxford.anglican.org 



by the Rt Revd Colin Fletcher, 
Bishop of Dorchester 



Expansion of Diocesan fostering charity 



THE Diocesan family charity, 
Parents And Children Together, is 
expanding its fostering arm after the 
successful fledging of a long-term 
placement service aimed at black 
families local to its Reading HQ. 

95 years old this year; PACT is open- 
ing its net to any family in the three 
counties which can offer a long-term 
home to a child in care. 

Foster Service Manager; Sarah Pepys, 



said: ‘We have demonstrated that the 
agency’s strength lies in finding perma- 
nent replacement families for some of 
the most challenging children and in 
supporting the people who take them 
into their homes. 

‘We would not have been able to 
consider an expansion had we not 
had such wholehearted encourage- 
ment from our existing foster carers.’ 

PACT Fostering can be contacted on 



0118 938 7600 or through their web- 
site www.pactcharity.org. You could 
also attend the PACT Annual Lecture at 
Oxford Brookes University’s Lloyd 
Lecture Theatre on September 27. The 
speaker will be international author 
and lecturer Sue Gerhardt. She will 
explore how the earliest relationships 
shapes the baby’s nervous system and 
how the development of the brain can 
affect future emotional wellbeing. 



Greenwich School of Theology — Exclusively distance-learner 
research diploma degrees in Theology (ie DipTh. BA. MA. PhD) 
from a Christian perspective, with the following advantages: 

• Personal tutoring 

• Study in your own time 

• Moderate fees 

• Flexible payment plans 

• Students may begin at any time 

• All degrees are fully accredited 

For further details, please contact the Registrar at: 01757 702191 
or e-mail at: woody.gst@btopenworld.com 
or visit the GST website at: ww.gschooltheol.com 
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Church in training 

Schooling in faith: Oxford’s theological 
colleges look to the future 

As society changes so do the demands and expectations placed on our clergy. Yet the Diocese of Oxford still boasts a higher than average 
number of ordinands each year. Sally Jarman looks at the ministry courses available in the diocese and asks the colleges how training has 
evolved to ensure that ordinands are still prepared and equipped for their role in the community. 



BISHOP COLIN writes : A few weeks ago I had the privilege of leading the annual Quiet Day 
for our Ministry Course. What struck me immediately was the huge variety of people there. 
Different ages, genders, ethnicities, educational backgrounds, churchmanships, jobs and life 
experiences - yet all with a common desire to serve Christ. Most of them have had a particu- 
lar calling to express that in ordained ministry and one of the things currently exciting me 
most as a bishop is the sheer quality - as human beings and as Christians - of those coming 
forward for ordination. It is always difficult to judge but I think they are every bit as good, 
and in some respects rather better, than when I started training thirty-five years ago. 

So what are we to make of it? And what is God doing through this process? Certainly the 
task of the clergy - both Stipendiary and Non-Stipendiary - is even more demanding than it 
was in the 1970’s. As the number of stipendiary priests continues to fall the requirement to 
work collaboratively is a necessity, not an option. Spiritually the challenges are very great as 
we encounter many people who want some sort of spiritual reality but do not automatically 
look to the Church to provide it. Perhaps it is that facing such challenges requires special 
people to be the clergy to help inspire the Church to meet them. Let us thank God that he 
seems to be providing just that. 



Prayer and community at Cuddesdon 




Flexible training 



'RIPON College, Cuddesdon, seeks to 
prepare men and women for God’s mis- 
sion in a changing world through the 
imaginative pursuit of academic excel- 
lence, spiritual depth and pastoral 
engagement within the rhythm of daily 
life together.’ 

The mission statement in the foyer of 
this historic theological college looks 
resolutely to the future as well as 
acknowledging its established past. 

Although just seven miles from the 
centre of Oxford it sits in sprawling 
rural grounds where 150 years ago 
founder Samuel Wilberforce, Bishop of 
Oxford, lived. 

Traditionally the college has attracted 
students from a wide base of Christian 
perspective and experience. 

Today, students and their families live 
and worship together as a community 
as they prepare for a life in ministry. 
Courses range from a Certificate in 
Theology and Undergraduate Diploma 
to Master of Theology. 

‘I nicknamed it Holy Hogwarts when 
I first arrived because there was some- 
thing congenial and magical about the 
community’ says principal, the Revd 
Canon Professor Martyn Percy. 

Life at Cuddesdon has changed over 
the last 30 years, says Mr Percy. Not 
only has the average age of ordinands 
increased, bringing maturity and a more 
diverse range of previous experience to 
the college, many students are now 
married and have families which was 
unheard of in the 1960s. 

He says: ‘I think it’s healthful. We are 
still soaked in prayer and liturgy but it 
would be a false world for the college to 
remain an elite, remote, male, monastic 
community. That’s not the world our 
students will be going out into. It’s more 
useful to them to work out whether they 
can get to Asda after evening prayers 



than to be withdrawn from outside life.’ 

For the students and the families time 
at the college does indeed provide space 
to work out the logistics and make 
adjustments to how life might be in a 
parish with a working ordained minis- 
ter in the family - both the public and 
private commitments that have to be 
considered. 

‘It’s an important point for families to 
be aware of and work their way 
around,’ says Prof Percy. 

‘I’ve had spouses ask me whether it’s 
compulsory for their student partner to 
attend every Eucharist because they just 
aren’t getting to see them. 

‘I explain that it is necessary but let 
them know that I make a point of being 
at home to see the children before 
school each day in spite of my duties. 
It’s something that definitely needs talk- 

♦ 

'It is important to 

Cuddesdon that we seek to 
remind people and enrich 
their sense of passion of 
what drove them into min- 
istry and what will help 
them sustain that/ 

Martyn Percy, Principal 

ing about.’ 

The practical aspects of life as a min- 
ister are interwoven with a continuing 
high priority on theology and a mission 
and ministry programme that seeks to 
expose students to different contexts 
and equip them to reflect theologically 
on the experience, just as they must do 
as ordained ministers. 

‘It is important to Cuddesdon that we 
seek to remind people and enrich their 



sense of passion of what drove them 
into ministry and what will help them to 
sustain that. We want to produce people 
who are defined by faith but open and 
tolerant. People who lead Godly lives. 

‘We are in a more secular, more 
desire-driven, choice-driven society, as 
church attendance shows. Duty and 
obligation have given way to choice and 
expectation. 

‘Our courses reflect the need to 
engage people in the worshipping life of 
the church and in discipleship. 

‘But although it is a challenge these 
are not more difficult times than any 
other. The Church in Medieval times 
was in far greater disarray with many 
parishes never seeing their vicar from 
one month to the next.’ 

Contact Cuddesdon on 01865 874404, 
or see their website www.rcc.ac.uk 



AN increasing emphasis on 
partnership between clergy 
and laity in parish ministry 
has seen demand for training 
by lay people rise 
dramatically. 

The Diocesan Training 
and Portfolio Team (TAP) 
provide a rolling programme 
of courses developed for 
people called to share in the 
ministry of their local church 
in some way. 

Through the rolling pro- 
gramme and other courses 
people can train as Ordained 
Local Ministers (OLMs) 
Licensed Lay Ministers 
(LLMs), as authorised minis- 
ters for communion by exten- 
sion and for preaching, or for a 
range of other ministries. 

OLM Ordinands might 
normally do a Foundation 
Degree over three years, 
although some will follow 
tracks leading to a 
Postgraduate diploma, BA 
etc, validated by Oxford 
Brookes University. 

The flexibility and quality 
of the courses is seeing more 
and more people sign up, 
whether purely for interest 
and discipleship develop- 
ment, for ordination, for 
training as an LLM, or to 
help with their exploration 
of vocation. 

The Revd Beren Hartless is 



the principal of the diocesan 
Ordained Local Ministry 
Scheme. She told the DOOR: 
‘The courses aim to integrate 
theology with the practise of 
ministry and encourage 
reflective practice. 
Candidates in training for 
licensed or authorised min- 
istry will build a portfolio 
which might include assessed 
assignments as well as pho- 
tos, personal reflections, 
videos etc, building to a 
body of evidence of learning 
and ability.’ 

The courses are open to 
anyone (with agreement 
from their parish) and OLM 
and LLM candidates are 
invited to bring people from 
their parish along to join in 
the learning. 

Parishes can also request 
courses providing they can 
guarantee 12 participants. 

Mrs Hartless says: ‘This 
term the courses have been 
on pastoral care and have 
been hugely popular. 

‘I think the openness of the 
courses makes the idea of 
training more accessible for 
many people and meets a 
need among those who want 
to increase their theological 
and practical knowledge. For 
more information contact 
Sheila Townsend on 01865 
208277. 




Ripon College, Cuddesdon 
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Church in training 



New era for the 
former SAOMC 



IN 1953 a leader in the Church Times 
denounced a proposal within Anglican min- 
istry to ordain men ‘who would continue in 
full secular employment exactly as before’, 
asking how they could meet the demand in 
the ordinal that ‘ye ought to forsake and set 
aside (as much as ye may) all worldly cares’? 

More than 50 years later the training of 
Non-Stipendiary Ministers (NSM) and 
Ordained Local Ministers (OLM) has proved 
successful after all. Further development has 
included the ordination of women from 
1984. 

The St Albans and Oxford Ministry 
Courses joined forces in 1994 to become a 
leading force in part-time Anglican ministry 
training for men and women. 

This year, the creation of new regional 
training partnerships (RTPs) to cater for the 
evolution of theological training and develop- 
ment, has meant all change again. The two 
principal centres of the course found them- 
selves in different RTPs and have subsequent- 



ly divided into two separate courses. 

The re-named Oxford Ministry Course will 
begin a new academic year from the base of 
Ripon College, Cuddesdon, and will include 
some integration with the college for stu- 
dents. 

The Revd Gerald Hegarty, Associate 
Principal of the Oxford Ministry Course, 
believes the move will be valuable to the 
OMC. 

We have always found the wide 
base of churchmanship among 
our students a successful and 
helpful mix. 



‘We have always found the wide base of 
churchmanship among our students a success- 
ful and helpful mix that promotes the ability 
to disagree from the point of friendship and to 
recognise the value of varying traditions. 




175 current and former students gathered for reunion of the St Albans and Oxford ministry 
course last year. Photo Frank Blackwell 



‘Coming now under the umbrella of 
Cuddesdon, students will find this identity 
and ethos will remain, as will the flexibility of 
the courses run during evenings, weekends 
and at summer schools. But there will now be 
the advantage of being able to link in with the 
college resources for elements of the training, 
creating an even richer mix of experience. A 
wider range of courses will now also be pos- 
sible with mixed-mode training jointly 
between Cuddesdon and the OMC. 



Looking back over the last 10 years Mr 
Hegarty told the DOOR: ‘As the vocations 
profile has changed, the average age of our 
students has reduced, though we currently 
have men and women ranging from 30 to 50 
years old. Our courses have always sought to 
immerse people in a. rich and diverse environ- 
ment, preparing them for NSM and OLM 
ministry in what is a diverse society. 

To contact the OMC call Gill Pratley at 
Cuddesdon on 01865 874404. 



New head of St Stephen’s 
House looks to the future 



Wycliffe: Rooted in Evangelism 



ST STEPHEN’S House recently appointed a 
new principal, the Revd Canon Dr Robin 
Ward, from Sevenoaks in Kent, who takes up 
his post this month. 

The Revd Edward Dowler, acting princi- 
pal, told the DOOR: ‘We are very much look- 
ing forward to Canon Ward joining us and 
establishing our future direction as well as 
building further on the three areas in which 
we have always aimed to do well: 

Educationally we aim to provide the best 
possible theological education at all levels; 

Spiritually we aim to be a praying environ- 
ment, in which the daily offices and the 
Eucharist are celebrated regularly. 

Pastorally, we aim to serve the Church by 
equipping students for pastoral and mission 
work, largely, though not exclusively as dea- 
cons and priests in the Church of England. 

Both staff and students are aware of three 
areas of challenge at the moment. 

The first is presented by new patterns in 
theological education and training. Like 
other Oxford training institutions, we will 
now take our part in the South Central 



St Stephen's House is, so far as 
we are aware, the only Church 
of England theological college 
in an Urban Priority Area. 

Regional Training Partnership. 

We hope to be able to bring academic 
strength, and an environment in which study, 
prayer and reflection are taken seriously, for 
those doing full time or part time study here 
and also for those looking for shorter periods 
of residence. 

Our second challenge is to engage with the 
agenda set by reports such as Mission 
Shaped Church and Faithful Cities , and an 
increasing sense in the Church of the impor- 
tance of mission. 




The Revd Canon Dr Robin Ward 



St Stephen’s House is, so far as we are 
aware, the only Church of England theologi- 
cal college in an Urban Priority Area. 
Anyone who has # experienced east Oxford 
knows that it is vibrant, diverse, multi-ethnic 
and multi-religious. The House is seeking to 
relate more closely to this environment. 

In addition, a new Mission studies pro- 
gramme has been developed and we are offer- 
ing, for the first time, a summer course on 
‘Understanding Islam’. 

Our final challenge is to take the opportu- 
nities that come our way through having 
recently become a Permanent Private Hall of 
Oxford University (a sort of junior version of 
a college). 

This will enable us to take a wider range of 
students, with a focus on the education and 
training of the whole people of God - with 
ordination training taking a central but not 
exclusive place. 

Upon appointment, Canon Ward indicated 
his priorities for the future of the House, say- 
ing: ‘We look forward to developing our serv- 
ice to the Church in the context of new col- 
laborative patterns of training, and the needs 
of contemporary mission.’ 

Contact St Stephen’s House on 
enquiries@ssho.ox.ac.uk or see website 
www.ssho.ox.ac.uk 



EVANGELISM is still at the heart of Wycliffe 
Hall in central Oxford. Founded in 1877 with 
‘a vision for training godly Christian leaders 
for the church’, it is still committed to apply- 
ing this vision to the present day. 

Information for prospective students states: 
‘We are dedicated to helping contemporary 
Christians think through hard questions as 
they engage with today’s world. We aim to 
create a place where Christians of different 
backgrounds and experience can learn 
together and enrich each other under the 
authority of the Scriptures.’ 

In a changing world our stu- 
dents have always been encour- 
aged to explore new ways of 
reaching out and it is our chal- 
lenge to ensure that they contin- 
ue to be prepared and equipped 
for gospel ministry. 

‘Certainly the backgrounds of students, 
though predominantly still from large 
Evangelical Churches, has become more 
diverse which is healthy for everyone’, says 
vice principal, the Revd Dr David Wenham. 

One of the reasons may be that the college 
has officially become part of the University of 
Oxford, allowing it to benefit from university 
resources. Now, as well as people training for 
ordination the college attracts under-gradu- 
ates studying theology, and graduates study- 
ing for their masters or doctorates. 

Further enriching the environment, 
Wycliffe is home to The Oxford Centre for 
Christian Apologetics, bringing cutting-edge 
theologians and world-class evangelists 
together to develop a centre for excellence in 
academic study and evangelistic practice. It 
offers a number of courses for students inter- 
ested in mission training. 



Dr Wenham says: ‘Our ordinands have 
always been involved in a wide range of evan- 
gelistic missions. But, we now have students 
coming specifically to train to be missionaries 
once they are ordained. 

‘Along with Fresh Expressions of Church it is 
a reflection of the post modem world we live in. 

‘In a changing world our students have 
always been encouraged to explore new ways of 
reaching out and it is our challenge to ensure 
that they continue to be prepared and equipped 
for gospel ministry. 

Church in the Kitchen, at a local school, is 
a current successful student-led Fresh 
Expression initiative. 

Practical changes in ministry today are 
being reflected in training for ordinands at 
Wycliffe, says Dr Wenham. The trend 
towards team ministries across the country 
places new demands on clergy of both work- 
ing within and managing a team of people. 

The courses, too, are evolving, with a 

The courses, too, are evolving 
with a greater range of options 
for students for part-time and 
mixed-mode training. 

greater range of options for students for part- 
time and mixed-mode training. 

The advent of married students, some with 
families, has also enriched the college, says Dr 
Wenham. Wycliffe runs the ‘Contact’ group 
for spouses which provides spiritual and 
practical support. 

Dr Wenham says: ‘The dilemma for the col- 
lege is to get the balance correct. Some of 
what what we have always done we will go 
on doing, providing a solid grounding in the 
Bible. But to some extent the focus is moving 
from just learning the old traditions to also 
pioneering new ideas.’ 

Contact Wycliffe Hall on 01865 274200 or 
see their website www.wycliffe.ox.ac.uk 
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Choosing 
to take in 



For those about to start a new 
course at college or university, 
there are a number of issues that 
need to be addressed. Independent 
living is a major challenge for most, 
especially those who have been 
used to the comforts of home for 
all their lives up to that point. But 
for Christians there are a number 
of specific issues that need to be 
addressed. 

These include choosing a church 
(and the local Christian community 
at the educational establishment), 
developing a prayer life, witnessing 
to your faith, finding time to read 
the Bible and pray and being able 
to defend the beliefs you hold. 

Other issues that come to the fore 
include handling money, preparing 
food, organising time sensibly and 
choosing new friends. All of these 
present new challenges that have to 
be addressed quickly if the new stu- 
dent is to sink or swim in the new 
educational environment. 

Freshers’ Week is the initial intro- 
duction to student life, and the 
freshers’ fair allows the various 
groups active at the institution to 
promote their work. Most have 
Christian groups, whether allied to 
the Universities and Colleges 
Christian Fellowship or the Student 
Christian Movement. The former is 
more evangelical in emphasis, 
while the latter is more on the lib- 



eral side of churchmanship. 
Choosing a local church is more 
tricky simply because there are 
many more of them on offer. 
However, this provides a good 
opportunity to try out the various 
churches and styles of service on 
offer. 

Most towns and cities have a few 
churches that are popular with stu- 
dents, some, especially in the big 
educational centres, have a specific 
student ministry. Trying them out 
offers a good way of not only see- 
ing different churches in action, it 
also allows the new student to meet 
many more people. 

Developing a prayer life in the new 
setting is often difficult, perhaps 
because of the domestic environ- 
ment. Some students find that they 
are sharing a room or a house with 
people they hardly know, and some 
room mates can be hostile to the 
Christian faith. However, with help 
and support these problems can 
often be overcome. The role of uni- 
versity chaplains can be helpful 
here too. 

It is often tempting to fit in with the 
crowd, and if they are largely a 
non-Christian bunch, this can 
mean neglecting your faith. 
However, it can be helpful to subtly 
defend your beliefs and to maintain 
your beliefs even in such a hostile 
environment. This is where making 




The Faraday Institute for Science and Religion 
St Edmund’s College, Cambridge 

www.faraday-institute.org 

The Faraday Institute offers informed and intellectually rigorous courses on 
the relationship between science and religion delivered by speakers eminent 
in their own disciplines and in this inter-disciplinary field. Bursaries are 
available for delegates from low-income countries. 

Short Course No. 3: Science and Religion for Church Leaders 
7-9 November, 2006, Wolfson College, Cambridge. 

This course aims to equip church leaders to answer questions about 
science and religion which they might face during the course of their 
ministry. 

Speakers: Revd. Dr John Polkinghorne, Dr Graeme Finlay, Prof. John 
Bryant, Revd Margot Hodson, Dr Gordon Wenham, Prof. Colin Humphreys. 

Short Course No. 5: Science and Religion in Education 
30 March - 1 April 2007, Westminster College, Cambridge 

This course aims to equip teachers to tackle issues raised by science and 
religion in schools. It will be particularly relevant to those teaching Science 
or Religious Studies. 

Speakers include: Prof. John Pilbrow (ISCAST), Dr John Taylor (Rugby 
School, Perspectives on Science). 

Topics include: Faith as public truth, the environment, natural disasters and 
theodicy, medical ethics, should creationism be taught? 

For more details, including eligibility, application forms and details about 
discounts and bursaries, visit www.faraday-institute.org 

The Faraday Institute for Science and Religion, St Edmund’s College, 
Cambridge, CB3 0BN Tel: 01223 741281 , Fax: 01223 741285 



the right path 
life 




friends with other Christians at 
your educational institute can be of 
enormous importance. 

And that can be easy to do. Coffee, 
tea and powdered milk (if real milk 
is too much of a challenge to the 
new student) are cheap and offer a 
perfect way to meet new people 
and develop new friendships. And 
these can develop into ad hoc Bible 
study groups or new friends can 
become prayer partners, offering 
vital support that can cement 
friendships for a lifetime. 

Making time for prayer and Bible 
study is often a problem with the 
new schedule, but it is always use- 
ful to try to find even a few minutes 
in the day to devote to this. There 
are many guides and aids available 
for daily or occasional use. Once 
you have found the time slot, it is 
advisable to maintain this to help 
your spiritual development. But it 
is nevertheless a challenge, as many 
students find it difficult even to 
fence off the time for a church serv- 
ice once a week! 

Then there are the practical prob- 
lems like handling money and 
organising food. How do you cope 
if you have never cooked a proper 
meal before? Thankfully, for those 



who are not living in halls and hav- 
ing meals supplied, there are useful 
books and online resources to help 
the novice cook. 

Handling money is more of a prob- 
lem, especially with the new tuition 
fees coming into force this autumn. 
If students in the past thought they 
were poor, the new regime will 
present even greater challenges. 
Setting a budget is an important 
first step, then you may have to 
decide whether taking a part-time 
job would help if you find that you 
have no money left over. Student 
notice boards, the institution’s 
career office and classified adver- 
tisements in local newspapers are 
good places to start looking for 
suitable opportunities. But try to 
find a job that is flexible and allows 
you to work around your studying 
commitments. 

It is always worth checking 
whether there are any benefits to 
which you might be entitled. If you 
find that you are still facing a 
shortfall it is worth taking out a 
student loan before approaching a 
bank, because it is generally cheap- 
er. 



And before choosing a bank 
account check out the offers avail- 
able. Some may offer incentives but 
offer meaner interest rates or high- 
er charges, make sure you know all 
the facts before signing up. In par- 
ticular, you should choose a bank 
account that has cheap overdraft 
facilities. 

Most universities run hardship 
funds to help out and you may be 
able to get help with living costs 
through scholarships. 

If you do take a job during the 
vacation and expect to earn less 
than the tax threshold for the year 
you should ask your employer to 
fill out form P38(S), which means 
that you will be paid gross, rather 
than having tax deducted. But stu- 
dents who work during term-time 
too will not be able to be paid 
gross. 

With a little care, planning and 
thinking ahead, the new life as a 
student can be a fulfilling and 
happy time, but always try to bal- 
ance the spiritual, physical and 
intellectual demands to get the 
most out of your time studying. 
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Offering the best for the 
children of today 




By Johann Christoph Arnold 

To help speed my recovery after recent heart 
surgery, a friend of mine gave me a set of nov- 
els and stories by Dostoevsky and Tolstoy — 
a gesture I appreciated tremendously. I read 
these books when I was young, and memo- 
rized certain passages. They have been a bea- 
con for me in times of struggle, also in trying 
to help other people. These writings are 
divinely inspired and contain nuggets that 
point to biblical and universal truths. For me 
they have the same stature as the writings of 
the Old Testament prophets, and I think every 
high school student and adult should read 
them. After all, these books stand at the cen- 
tre of a true education. Unfortunately, fewer 
and fewer young people have even heard of 
such classics, let alone read them. 

Nobody can truly teach by means of comput- 
ers and technology. As glamorous as it looks, 
the fruits are bad. In fact, it seems to me that 
we are raising a generation of robots, with 
damaged and even ruined souls. Here I am 
reminded of the words of Jesus, “Woe to you 
if you mislead one of these my little ones. It 
would be better if a millstone is hung around 
your neck and you drown in the deepest sea.” 
All of us need to take this warning seriously. 

A truly valuable education has one purpose: 
to teach children that fulfilment can be found 
only in serving others. A life of service leads 
to community, to God, and to true nation- 
hood. Why are we so afraid of it? 

True education takes place through the influ- 
ence of role models, not by means of robotic 
imitation. Let me give you an example: When 



my grandfather was a young man, at the time 
of the First World Wai; the patriotic teachers 
of his native Germany inspired a whole gen- 
eration of students to enlist. The response 
was overwhelming, even if misguided. 
Tragically, thousands were killed. But the 
point remains: the country’s teachers were 
real role models, and led their students into 
battle. 

Years later, in Paraguay, where I grew up dur- 
ing World War II, the teachers I had (who 
were highly trained German refugees) had 
such enthusiasm and passion that even 
though we had no textbooks and no visual 
aids — only a chalkboard — we had a first- 
rate education. Most of it took place out- 
doors in nature — in real life. But now, a half- 
century later, I know that my peers and I had 
an education that today’s millionaires would 
covet for their children. Sadly, they will not 
get it, for love or money, because we have our 
priorities all wrong. 

I have seen, on my journeys around the 
world, that the education I had as a child can 
still be found in many developing countries in 
South America, Africa and Asia. As in my 
day, the children of today’s developing coun- 
tries live in poverty. But if they have nothing 
else, they still have a teacher who loves them 
and is determined to see their education 
through. 

Both these teachers and their pupils have a 
sparkle in their eyes that has been destroyed 
in this country — and a glow that should put 
us to shame. Computers and audiovisual aids 
are not magic. They are not even necessary to 
make learning become alive. 



.is *worn 101 <ynui>f 



Anyone who is involved in the field of educa- 
tion (including parents!) would do well to 
ponder these words from Dostoevsky’s 
Brothers Karamazov, which speaks about the 
vital importance not only of an education, 
but of every single day: “You must know that 
there is nothing higher and stronger and more 
wholesome for life in the future than some 
good memory, especially a memory of child- 
hood, of home. People talk to you a great 
deal about education. But some good, sacred 
memory preserved from childhood — that is 
perhaps the best education. For if a man has 
only one good memory left in his heart, even 
that may keep him from evil... And if he car- 
ries many such memories with him into life, 
he is safe for the end of his days.” 

If one day is so important, what about a 
month or a year? Children are our only 
future. Why are we so afraid to give them the 
best we have? 





OPEN MORNING 
Saturday 7 October 
^10.00 am-12.30 pm 
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The Manor 



Preparatory School 



Faringdon Road, Abingdon, 

Oxon OX13 6LN 

Tel: 01235 523789 

E-mail: registrar@manorprep.org 

Www.manorprep.org 
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News 



Middle East 
crisis 



Prayers for peace in a troubled world 

The Church of England has published some prayers on its website for churches and 
individuals to use during the crisis in the Middle East. We include some of them 
below and more can be found at www.cofe.anglican.org 



(continued from page 1) 

‘Lebanon has been a base 
for Christian mission in the 
area and we pray that can be 
restored.’ 

As the DOOR went to 
press, the ceasefire between 
Israel and Hezbollah 
appeared to be holding and 
the Shehadis hope to return 
to the city in September. 

The situation is still very 
complex though, warned Mr 
Shehadi. 

. -‘Christians in the West 
need to ask themselves if 
they are to be reconcilers or 
stokers of the fire in a war 
that is global and increasing- 
ly theological in nature, 
involving the three 
Abrahamic religions.’ 

Christians around the 
Diocese have been praying for 
peace. In St Mary’s Banbury 
a prayer breakfast was held, 
and the proceeds sent to help 
the people of Lebanon, 
Palestine and Israel. 

The Archbishop of York, 
the Most Revd John 
Sentamu, gave up his holiday 
to hold a week long peace 
vigil inside a tent in York 
Minister. He fasted for seven 
days and had his head 
shaved while he prayed for 
peace in the Middle East. 

Mr Shehadi said the 
Archbishop’s initiative was 
‘wonderful - touching and 
prophetic’. 

More than 1,000 Lebanese 
and over 120 Israelis have 
been killed in the conflict 
since it began on 12 July. 



GOD of love, 

turn our hearts to your ways; 
and give us peace. Amen. 

A Prayer for Refugees 
ALMIGHTY and merciful 
God, 

whose Son became a refugee 
and had no place to call his 
own; 

look with mercy on those who 
today are fleeing from danger, 
homeless and hungry. 

Bless those who work to bring 
them relief; 

inspire generosity and com- 
passion in all our hearts; 
and guide the nations of the 
world towards that day 
when all will rejoice in your 
Kingdom of justice and of 
peace; 

through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

Two Prayers for Justice 
ALMIGHTY God our heaven- 
ly Father, 



guide the nations of the world 
into the way of justice and 
truth, 

and establish among them 
that peace which is the fruit 
of righteousness, 
that they may become the 
kingdom of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

GRANT us, Lord God, a 
vision of our land as your love 
would make it: 
a land where the weak are 
protected, and none go hungry 
or poor; 

- a land where the benefits of 
civilised life are shared, and 
everyone can enjoy them; 

- a land where different races 
and cultures live in tolerance 
and mutual respect; 

- a land where peace is built 
with justice, and justice is 
guided by love. 

And give us the inspiration 
and courage to build it, 



through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

A Prayer for Mercy 
LORD, remember Christ your 
Son who is peace itself 
and who has washed away 
our hatred with his blood. 
Because you love all people, 
look with mercy on us. 

Banish the violence and evil 
within us, 

and in answer to our prayers 
restore tranquillity and peace. 
Amen. 

A Prayer for the Leaders of 
the Nations 

0 GOD our heavenly Father, 
whose love sets no boundaries 
and whose strength is in serv- 
ice; 

grant to the leaders of the 
nations 

wisdom, courage and insight 
at this time of darkness and 
fear. 

Give to all who exercise 



authority 

determination to defend the 
principles of freedom, love 
and tolerance, 

strength to protect and safe- 
guard the innocent 
and clarity of vision to guide 
the world into the paths of 
justice and peace. 

This we ask through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A Prayer for Reconciliation 
GRACIOUS God, ruling the 
earth and its people 
not by terror but in love; 
we worship you. 

We confess that too often our 
words hurt others 
and our deeds are selfish; 
forgive us. 

In this time of uncertainty 
and fear, help us to love our 
enemies 

and do good to those who 
hate us, 

in the name of Jesus our 
Lord. Amen. 



New course for parish magazine editors 



A ONE-day course for parish 
and community magazine 
Editors is offered on 
Saturday 4 November at 
Diocesan Church House, 
Oxford. 

The day, entitled, ‘At the 
heart of the community: 



guidance for church maga- 
zine editors’, is intended for 
those who produce ‘stand- 
alone’ magazines as well as 
those responsible for the 
church page of a community 
newsletter. It is being run by 
the Churches’ Media Trust, a 



regional ecumenical charity 
whose promote and encour- 
age professional use of the 
media to spread the 
Christian message. 

Covering editorial and 
design, the course will be 
taught by professionals in 



their field, including the 
Acting Editor of The Door. 

It costs £15, including 
lunch, and application forms 
and details are available 
from lizroberts.wordpow- 
er@btinternet.com or call 
01235 834295. 



Finding time 
to pray - 
DOOR book 
giveaway 

Time to Pray is a pattern of 
prayer, praise and daily Bible 
reading that is simple, fresh 
and accessible. It contains 
Prayer During the Day and 
Night Prayer from Common 
Worship: Daily Prayer, plus 
selected psalms and prayers. 
It is an ideal starting point 
for regular daily prayer and 
provides a framework for per- 
sonal devotion time. The book 
is bound in beautiful soft 
leather, and is lightweight and 
portable. 

The DOOR has five copies 
of Time to Pray, worth £12 
each, to give away. Just 
answer the following ques- 
tion: 

In which book in the Bible 
are we encouraged: 'Do not 
be anxious about anything , 
but in everything , by prayer 
and petition ; with thanksgiv- 
ing present your requests to 
God'? 

Send your answers to: Time 
to Pray Competition, The 
DOOR, Diocesan Church 
House, 
North 
H i n k s e y 
Lane, 
Oxford 0X2 
ONB or 
email door 
@ o x f o r d 
.ang I ican 
.org by 1 2 
September. 




R@Cip6 by our cookery writer Ann Way 

Victoria Plum and Orange Jam 



This month’s recipe is a favourite of mine as it has a fresh, not 
too sweet taste owing to the addition of the oranges. I have 
made it with other plums but find Victoria plums the best. 

As I was deciding which recipe to do for September it 
occurred to me that there must be a little story about why 
these particular plums were named Victoria. So I did some 
research. The Encyclopedia Britannica writes that they were 
first mentioned in 1860 in R Hogg’s ‘Fruit Manual’ as being 
most prone to being attacked by silver leaf, but nothing else 
was said about them. I then rang up Kew Gardens, who told 
me that they didn’t deal in fruit trees and put me in touch with 
the Royal 

Horticultural Society. 

I couldn’t find anyone 
to deal with my query 
there - but a phone 
call to the London 
Library gave me the 
following information 
from a book by H. V. 

Taylor called ‘The 
Plums of England’. 

Apparently the first 
tree was a chance 



seedling grown in a garden in Alderton, Sussex. This was 
taken over and introduced by a nursery man called Denyer in 
a nursery in Brixton in 1840. It is thought that he named the 
plum after the young Queen Victoria - 4 but we have no con- 
firmation of this and the author laments that there is so little 
documented about them. So if anyone has any further knowl- 
edge of Victoria Plums, I, for one, would be extremely inter- 
ested. 

Ingredients 

4lb Victoria plums 

3 1/2 lb granulated sugar 

4 oranges 

1 pint water 



Method 

Wash and stone the plums and place in a large saucepan or jam 
making pan. Add the grated rind of the four oranges. Squeeze the 
juice and add to the plums with the water. Simmer until the plums 
are really tender and then add the sugar. Stir well until complete- 
ly dissolved. Bring to a full rolling boil for about ten minutes. Test 
for setting by putting a little on a cold saucer and cooling it. Push 
with a finger and if it wrinkles, it is ready to pot up. 



Wanted: new Members for 
the Door’s Editorial Group 



Are you active in your local church, deanery or episcopal 
area? Do you have an interest in church matters and the 
media? Do you have an awareness of wider current 
affairs? 

We are looking for looking for enthusiastic individuals to 
join our Editorial Group, which provides the editor of the 
Door with support and offer suggestions and ideas for 
possible use in future editions. 

We would particularly like new members who are active 
in the Diocese outside the immediate Oxford area. A list of 
current membership is on page two of the Door. 

If you think you would like to be involved or would like to 
discuss this further, please call our Chairman, David 
Shepherd on 01993 813268 or email dshep@tiscali.co.uk. 
We’d be happy to hear from you. 
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World Church 



An Antipodean exchange 

The Revd Jane Knowles of Oxfordshire recounts how her exchange ministry in New Zealand revitalised her faith 




The Revds Jane Knowles and Glynn Cardy, who swapped jobs - and parishes - for three months. 



HAVE you ever had a bee in your bonnet? 
Well, mine was to undertake an exchange one 
day with a vicar from New Zealand. There 
are not many times in one’s life when this is 
possible. But this year, with a little window in 
my spring and summer schedule, I 
approached my bishop and the bishop of 
Christchurch in New Zealand and found 
that, by amazing co-incidence, there was an 
opportunity. And so it happened... 

Earlier this year my family traded places 
with the Revd Glynn Cardy and his family and 
left the peaceful ‘tranquility’ of rural 
Oxfordshire for the busy ‘all human life is there’ 
lifestyle of a large city church in Auckland. 

This was the experience of a 
lifetime. I have come home with 
my faith rejuvenated, chal- 
lenged and certainly deepened. 

I am much more clear about 
the centrality of the Christian 
message and I am frustrated by 
the things which we in the 
Anglican community allow to 
get in the way 

The New Zealand countryside is stagger- 
ingly beautiful and full of bright, colour and 
I had a real creation revelation through the 
little extinct 600 year old volcano of 
Rangitoto, ever present like a female sentinel 
in the harbour of Auckland. 

But, the over riding feature that I experi- 
enced as I worked for three months in the 
large and radical church of St Matthew in the 
City, was a glimpse of the beauty of the peo- 



ple, the diversity of the country and the uni- 
versality of Anglicanism. 

Nearly every day I had the luxury of talk- 
ing theology with an American colleague, 
also working in St Matthews, in search of a 
more politically tolerant society and a ques- 
tioning and open congregation. He had 
found it. 

Every day I was met by Caroline, a 
‘streetie’ who had taken up residence on the 
streets of Auckland and who gave her address 
on the parish roll as St Matthews. Caroline 
with large brown eyes and a supermarket 
trolley and a smell to announce her presence 
from about 100 yards. Caroline who gave me 
a kiss when I left and from whom I learned 
that indeed truly no one is outside the love of 
God, and Jesus is present in everyone includ- 
ing the outcast or the unclean, and sometimes 
more obvious in that condition. 

I learned that feminist theology, not femi- 
nism, was an area I must venture down one 
day; the image of God not as all powerful and 
all mighty but as all loving and gender free, 
more beautiful and greater than our human 
minds can imagine. 

I learnt about Maori spirituality: tribalism 
and the importance of ancestors; the similari- 
ty between Welsh heraeth and the Maori Te 
Manaia; and about an understanding in the 
heart that cannot be described by the head. 

I also learned that, while it might be fash- 
ionable to describe tall of woodland spirits 
and others as pagan, in net they are not so 
different from the images c the r metaphysical 
poets talking of God’s presence i’ he sea, or 
land or wherever. 

And I had a Pentecostal experience. The 
last Sunday of my stay happened to be 
Pentecost. We had arranged to transmit a 
photograph of the congregation in my 



Oxfordshire benefice on to a large screen in 
Auckland and likewise, in Oxfordshire, one 
of the Auckland congregation. Through the 
wonders of technology we were joined, both 
physically and spiritually. 

Then, on my last day, a devout Christian 
Maori lady presented to me at the offertory a 
jade stone pendant, a symbol of the guardian 
spirit, or angel. Every person in the congrega- 
tion had held it before giving it to me, and 
then she spoke on their behalf in Maori, and 
I knew what she was saying. 

It was beautiful and very moving. Nothing 
spooky, nothing magic, just words of love and 
blessing as I returned to England. Then the 
whole church spontaneously broke out into a 
Maori hymn - truly a 21 century Pentecost. 

This was the experience of a lifetime. I have 



come home with my faith rejuvenated, chal- 
lenged and certainly deepened. I am much 
more clear about the centrality of the 
Christian message and I am frustrated by the 
things which we in the Anglican communion 
allow to get in the way. 

As St Francis said: ‘Preach continuously, but 
only use words when all else fails’. My mes- 
sage to all clergy is that an exchange can be, in 
my view, much better than a sabbatical. For 
three months I lived the life, not learnt about 
it. I know it was also of great benefit for our 
benefice to have a fresh perspective in the 
shape of Glynn and his family and we wish 
them well on their return to New Zealand. 

Jane Knowles is vicar of the benefice of 
Ramsden , Finstock and Fawler, Leafield with 
Wychwood and Wilcote 



Keeping the faith: a return trip from 
Montshiwa to Kidlington 



bv Kathrvn Ellis 

HAVE you distant cousins whom you don’t 
see often but with whom you always seem to 
have an instant understanding? That’s how it 
felt to us in Kidlington when we spent twelve 
days together with thirty-three members of 
our link parish of All Saints, Montshiwa at 
the beginning of July. Some of the party were 
renewing friendships formed during our own 
visit to them last September, but even new 




Spontaneous singing at the pig roast in 
Kidlington. photo John Morris 



faces arrived smiling and anticipating good 
shared experiences. 

And so it proved. From the initial welcome, 
when so many members of our church turned 
out to greet our friends who had undergone 
an epic long journey - for many the first ever 
venture out of their own part of South Africa 
- it was obvious that nothing would dampen 
the South African talent for expressing their 
feelings in song and making the most of every 
occasion! * 

Over almost two weeks here we were able 
to enjoy a close fellowship, and have a great 
deal of fun, including group meals with inter- 
national cooking, Morris Dancing, Barn 
Dancing (as it had never been seen before!) 
and a Camp Fire with traditional songs - no 
gesture left out! It was wonderful to see every- 
one joining in and enjoying themselves so 
much and proving that distance does not mat- 
ter when it comes to making, friends. 

There were more serious moments, of 
course, when we witnessed an inspiring por- 
trayal of ‘The Life of Christ’ at Wintershall, 
when we caught up on some history in 
London, when we toured Oxford and attend- 
ed a Eucharist at Christ Church Cathedral, 
and when some of the party saw around local 



hospitals and schools. 

Our overall memories, however, will be 
dominated by the infectious Setswana spon- 
taneity, which was particularly enjoyed when 
Father David Makhanana and one of his Lay 
Ministers led our worship on the Sunday 
morning. No-one really noticed that the serv- 
ice lasted two hours, such was the warmth of 
the occasion! 



Kathryn Ellis is married to the Team Rector of 
Kidlington with Hampton Poyle, Oxon 




Toasting marshmallows round the fire, photo 
John Morris 



Earley’s Peruvian venture 

St Nicolas Church in Earley, Reading, has 
become the first church in the UK to establish 
a Microfinance Trust Bank, to help tackle 
poverty in Peru. 

The church has teamed up with Oxford-based 
charity Opportunity International UK to estab- 
lish the bank, raising £5,000 by forming a large 
coin map of Peru on the floor of the church. 
Microfinance Trust Banks offer the world's 
poorest people micro business loans to break 
out of poverty and set up their own businesses. 

Opportunity International UK (OIK) believes 
it is better to make small loans to help people 
work themselves out of poverty and encourage 
entrepreneurship, rather than hand-outs which 
can create a culture of dependency. 

A Trust Bank initiative brings together 10- 
30 entrepreneurs to guarantee repayment of 
each other's loans and provide a peer support 
group that finds solutions to business, family 
and community needs. 

The average size of loan is just £65. And as 
98 per cent of loans are repaid funds can be 
recycled again, helping more people. 

Margaret Barnes, a member of St Nicolas 
and supporter of OIK says: 'The congregation 
felt very strongly that it wanted to help provide 
long-term continuous help to people in poorer 
countries. Microfinance is a new initiative for 
churches that we think will help alleviate world 
poverty while retaining people's dignity.' 
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The Resource Page 



Accommodation 
To Let 



Property for 
Short-term 
Rental 

3 bedroomed house with separate 
study and garage, Lanercost Drive, 
Fenham, Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 
Immediately available, unfurnished, 
for approximately 9 months. 
£485 per calendar month. 
Applications to: 

Hon Treasurer 
Tel: 01661 872661 
or Holy Cross Vicarage 
Tel: 0191 2753916 



Business 
For Sale 



Cornwall 

Two holiday homes in fantastic 
location. Swimming pool, 

2 acre garden. Glorious 
panoramic rural views. 
£350,000 
01503 272570 

Christians @ catherinepark.co.uk 



Please mention 
this newspaper 
when replying 
to advertisers 



Business 

Opportunities 



i 



Aloe Vera distributors 
and customers are 
required 

in your area for exploding 
healthcare market. 

Call Andrea at 
01424 712193 to join. 



Church 

Furniture 




FOR A FREE CATALOGUE 
TEL 01494 676060 
FAX 01494 67 81 81 



64 LONDON END 
BEACONSFIELD 
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE HP9 2JD 



^ Kingsmark 




• Factory direct prices 

• Wide choice of wooden and 

metal chairs 

• Samples always available 



FREEPHONE 
0800 374232 



www.kingsmark.co.uk 
Kingsmark Furniture Limited 

Railway Street, Great Bridge,Tipton, 
West Midlands, DY4 7 AD 



piiw "\ 

Contact us for 
expert advice 
and quotation 

AYR UPHOLSTERY LTD 
62Viewfield Road, Ayr 
Tel: 084S 094 0495 

i Email: info@ayrupholstery.com j 



Church Supplies 



VINO SACR0 LTD 

Supplier of the finest 
communion wines for over 130 
years. Free samples available. 

Please contact: 

Vino Sacro Ltd, Marsh Lane 
Crediton, Devon EX17 1ES 
Tel/Fax: 01363 772333 
Email: sales@vinosacro.co.uk 



You can 
advertise here 
for as little as 
£18 per month 
(+ vat if applicable) 



Evangelism 



Do you lead a small fellowship 
in the South-West? 

Are you interested in receiving 
a Faith Sharing Team this 
autumn? 

Contact Rev. Geoffrey Crees 
01452 760843 for details 



Fundraising 



By Christians ... for Christians . . . 
EXCELLENCE IN BONE CHINA 



MUGS 

PLATES, THIMBLES 



for Fund-raising and 

Christian Outreach 
also FRAMED PRINTS, and 
Teatowels, Bookmarks, Pens, 
Pencils, Coasters, etc., all with 
superb co-ordinated design 



CHOWN CHINA 

01209 713361 chown@chownchina.co.uk 

www.chownchina.co.uk 



Miscellaneous 



FREE COPY of the new 

SEARCH magazine 

e-mail admin <g>obt.org.uk 
or write 

The Open Bible Trust 
8C Fordland Mount 
Upper Basildon RG8 8LU 
Visit www.obt.org.uk 



Personal 



BROKEN RITES 

Support group for divorced 
and separated clergy wives 
Contact 0114 268 2980 
or 020 8943 4688 
Website 

ivww. brokenrites. org 



Sound & Visual 



HILLTOP 

AUDIO 

SUPPLIES 

m Sound reinforcement 

• Induction loops 

• Video/data projection 

• Nationwide installation 

Tel: 0115 927 8291 

Email: 

info@hilltopaudio.co.uk 

Web: 

www.hilltopaudio.co.uk 

Unit 2 Broxtowe Park 
Business Centre, 
Calverton Drive, Streley, 
Nottingham NG8 6QP 



Reach over 
60,000 
families 
with an 
advert on 
this page 



Therapy & 
Rehabilitation 



Life for the World 

Trust 

(Established 1967) We train 
churches to help those having 
drug and alcohol problems. 
From a half day’s drug awareness 
seminar to a university validated 
certificate. 

01225-426-265 or 
www.lftw.org 



BACK NUMBERS 

of this newspaper are usually 
available for a number of 
months after publication. 
Ring our subscription manager 
020 7417 5813 



f THECKUtCNOr ■ ■ 

ngland 

ARCHIVES 

If you need to research 
back issues of this 
newspaper a complete set of 
bound volumes from 1953 
onwards is maintained at 
Fulham Reference Library 
598 Fulham Road 
London SW6 



UK Holidays 
Self Catering 
& Caravans 



NEED A LATE 
HOLIDAY? 

Our chalet is in quiet holiday 
village on beautiful 
Pembrokeshire coast, 
five minutes from sandy bay. 
Sleeps 4-6; fitted kitchen; TV; 
heating. Short breaks available. 
Mrs. Thorpe 01708 221534 
val.thorpe@virgin.net. 



NORTH NORFOLK 

cottage in pretty 
Ringstead near sea, 
two bedrooms. 

Telephone 
01636 814247 



Peaceful holidays in 
SOMERSET 

A charming 18C cottage in 
ODCOMBE, near the Dorset 
Border. 

Good touring centre. 
Many local attractions - walks, 
gardens, Natl. Trust houses. 
Sleeps 2-3. 

Tel/Fax: 01935 862127 



Scotland 

m Dorothy Cottage ” 
Fife Coast 

West Wemyss 1 5th Century village 
nr St Andrews sleeps 6. Three 
beds modern cottage wonderful 
sea view, £400 - £600 per week, 
short breaks available. 
Details and booking call 
Chris McCoy on 
07831 869663 



YORKSHIRE 

DALES 

Delightful holiday cottage in 
stunning location. Excellent 
walking & birding. Open fire. 
Very cosy. Sleeps 2 + sofa 
bed + cot. 

b@surefish.co.uk or 
0113 281 2735 



Next issue 



Deadline: 



18th September 



The Resources 
Page 

appears in THREE 
newspapere- 
se Church of 
England Newspaper 
The Door 
The Link 
60,000+ copies 
For a quote, or to 
book an ad in the next 
issue, please contact 
our advertising team 
on 020 7417 5800 
or email: 

ads@churchnewspaper.com 



Holidays 

Abroad 



ITALY 

Near Rome and airports. 

Self-catering, sleeps 2-4 
in rural tranquillity. 

10 minutes from historic village. 

Tel: 07836 650834 
www.villettagirasole.com 

E-m: villagirasole@hotmail.com 



Tours & 
Pilgrimages 



HOLY LAND TOURS 
NOVEMBER 2006 
Or let us plan 
one for you. 

Call Mark on 

0871 6660 262 

m ark^ mibtrave hsoj^t 

MIB TRAVEL IS A RETAIL 
AGENT OF ATOL 2893 



Here's the 
place to 
advertise 
your holiday 
accommodation, 
tours, retreats. 

The Resource Page 
appears in over 
60,000 copies 



TRAVEL INSURANCE 

Arranged for The Door Readers 
ANNUAL TRAVEL INSURANCE 

From only £89.95 per couple in Europe 
From only £129.95 per couple Worldwide 

SINGLE TRIP 
INSURANCE 



M 

Him 



ft mm 

INSIIINH 



2 Weeks Europe — 

From only £18,95 per person 

(Price Vary Depending On Age) 

"•fftO We have Top Quality Travel Insurance with 

HTIIr higher than normal age limits 

We can now sell annual insurance for people up to 80 years of age. 
60% Less Than Most High Street Agents 
Regulated & Licenced by the F.S.A. 

Call JFor Details 

0116 272 0500 
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Alvescot celebrates 
opening of new rooms 




CHILDREN and teachers at 
St Peter's C of E primary 
school in Alvescot were 
joined by the Rt Revd Colin 
Fletcher, the Bishop of 
Dorchester (pictured above), 
as they celebrated the official 
opening of new rooms. 



Bishop Colin joined the 
school for a special assembly 
then joined a procession 
through the school to the 
door of the new building, 
where he cut the ceremonial 
ribbon. Later, tea was 
enjoyed by everyone. 



Taplow feel the rhythm 

Christian Rhythm and 
Blues band ‘The Four 
Kornerz’ entertained guests 
at the official opening of 
the new music room in St 
Nicolas’ Church of 
England Combined School 
in Taplow, near 
Maidenhead, recently. 

The school were 
delighted to welcome the 
up-and-coming group from 
Croydon and said it set the 
tone for the exciting future 
of music at the school. 



Thank you David 

St John’s Church of 
Engladn Primary School 
has decided to name its 
new extension. The David 
Hooley Building in 
appreciation of all the 
hard work on the project 
by David and his team 
from the Diocese’s 
buildings department. 

Acting headteacher Mrs 
Sandra Jacks said: ‘The 
building is a long awaited 
and wished for space in 
our school. David and his 
team have given unstinting 
support and hard work on 
our efforts to make it a 
reality, and on many other 
projects the school has 
undertaken over the years. 
It seemed an appropriate 
way to say thank you.’ 



Baptism brings new hope 



ST Mary’s Church of England School in 
Banbury have welcomed a chance to 
celebrate new life after recently mourning the 
sad death of a parent. 

The Revd Jane Chapman told the DOOR 
that the whole school had suffered 
tremendous sadness when a parent died 
recently and had been enthusiastic about 
being able to share in the joy of a new life by 
holding the baptism of baby Alfie Peter 
Russell in the school hall. 

Building the 

SCHOOL and community have been 
strengthening links in Reading, with two events 
marking the end of the academic year. 

The Revd Henry Everett told the DOOR that 
the annual joint service in July, at which the 
four church schools in Reading gather to take 
part in a collective worship and celebration, 
became a joint leavers’ service this year. 

Leavers from St Mary and All Saints, St 
John’s, and New Christ Church primary 
schools and All Saints Infant School, gathered 
at SS John and Stephen’s Church for a 
simultaneously sad and joyful occasion led by 
the Rt Revd Stephen Cottrell, Bishop of 
Reading. 

Mr Everett, said: ‘Joining together for the 
service added to the sense of occasion for the 
children moving on, and we wpre pleased to 
welcome some of the parents along too.’ 

The link between the schools is growing all 
the time with regular meetings of the 



Alfie’s brother Sam and sister Georgina 
attend the school and took part in the service. 
Other children provided music and some of 
the parents prepared a celebratory tea. 

Mrs Chapman said: ‘It was a chance for the 
school to come together in joy and it also 
provided an opportunity to teach the children 
about the baptism service and the welcome 
into the Christian faith. 

‘The family loved sharing the service with 
the school and Alfie was very well behaved.’ 

links 

headteachers with their incumbents and chairs 
of governors, and with the Diocesan Director of 
Education and Diocesan Adviser, to share 
information, thoughts and experiences. 

Mr Everett said: ‘It has become a source of 
real strength and support which all the schools 
appreciate and which brings us all closer 
together.’ 

St Mary and All Saints School enjoyed 
linking again with the wider community later in 
the month when the regular Sunday service at 
All Saints Church moved in. 

Mr Everett told the DOOR: ‘It was a great 
opportunity to celebrate our relationship with 
the school and for people to see the enormous 
work that has gone on as the school has almost 
doubled in size in the past couple of years. We 
were also pleased to welcome new faces from 
Coley Park who were encouraged to come 
along because the service was in their local 
school.’ 



Schools ? 

Revamped RE syllabus for s 
Diocesan Schools 



CHURCH of England Schools 
in eight of the nine local 
authorities in the diocese will 
soon be working to a 
revamped RE syllabus. 

The local authorities have 
reviewed the syllabus in the 
light of the recommendations 
of the new non-statutory 
national framework for RE, 
published by the 
Qualifications and 
Curriculum Authority in 
2004. 

The new syllabus builds on 
the good points of the last 
with a change of emphasis in 
some areas. 

There is new focus on 
putting questions at the heart 
of the syllabus, engaging 
children in debate, enquiry 
and exploration and 
developing their thinking 
skills. 

The new syllabus also 
contains more structured 
guidance for teachers in the 



foundation stage. 

The Key Stage 3 section for 
11-14 year olds has been 
reworked and significantly, 
all schools will be required to 
ensure that all children aged 
14-16 follow an examination 



there will be 
more chance for 
quality debate and 
dialogue about 
religious issues of 
today such as 
ethics. 1 



course in RE, even if they will 
not sit the exam, providing a 
more structured, coherent 
approach to the study of 
religion. 

‘Overall the re-worked 
syllabus is intended to 
provide a more balanced 



approach to each of the main 
religions rather than a festival 
here and a Bible story there’, 
said Education adviser Jo 
Fageant, who has been 
instrumental in consultations. 

‘In the higher age groups 
there will be more chance for 
quality debate and dialogue 
about religious issues of 
today such as ethics,’ she 
said. 

The syllabus is due to be 
published in Buckingham- 
shire this month and in 
Oxfordshire in January 
2007. 

Jo told the DOOR: ‘The 
changes represent a positive 
move forward and updates 
the approach to RE in 
schools. The new criteria lay 
down clear descriptions for 
teachers to judge attainment 
and progress in the subject 
and gives pupils a co- 
ordinated, meaningful *r 
understanding of the subject.’ 



Job Details 

Location: Oxford 

Employer: St Andrew’s Residential Care Home 

Job Description 

We are currently looking for a special individual 
to manage our small (23 beds), family owned/run 
Care Home. 

Our present Manager, who has been with us since 
1991, has decided to retire. 

The successful applicant will be responsible for 
ensuring the delivery of a high quality service in 
accordance with the Care Standards Act. 

We offer the potential and freedom for a 
motivated and caring individual to determine and 
to establish their own style of management. 
Ideally the applicant will have experience at 
Manager/Deputy Manager level: NVQ4, RMN, 
RGN would be preferred. We would like the 
applicant to have had at least five years 
experience of working in elderly residential care 
and to have had experience of working with 
people with dementia. However, we are flexible 
and open minded. Whilst we have a very good 
idea of the type of person we are looking for, 
please do not allow any of the aforementioned 
preferences to dissuade your application should 
you feel that you are well suited and wish to 
pursue a career in management in elderly 
residential care. 

Applications: please make enquiries of 
Stephen Longthorp 
on either 01865 763530 or 

07879 418 233. 


St. Mary’s Kintbury 

An exciting opportunity 

ORGANIST and 
CHOIR DIRECTOR 

To a growing and enthusiastic satb choir 
and supportive congregation 

REQUIRED 1st OCTOBER 

Applications to be received by 30th August 
Interviews in September 

For further details and application form: 

Rev’d Julie Ramsbottom 
Enborne Rectory 
Newbury RG20 OHI 

Phone: 01 635 34427 
Email: Julie.ramsbottom@talk2 1 .com 




The Diocese 
of Oxford III 

Secretary T 

This position offers the opportunity of an interesting 
and varied role working in a busy environment. 

Providing secretarial and administrative support to 
four managers, our ideal candidate will have excellent 
interpersonal skills, the ability to deal with people at 
all levels and good telephone manner. As well as good 
planning and prioritising skills, someone who is able 
to work confidentially, with the minimum of 
supervision and be used to using their initiative is 
essential for this position. 

A good working knowledge of Microsoft Office and 
experience of working with databases is also essential. 

This is a full time position - 35 hours per week 
Salaiy- Senior Personal Secretory scale - 
£18,459 to £20,970 per annum 

For further information and a company application 
form, please telephone 01865 208200 or e-mail: 

sally.wildman@oxford.anglican.org. Closing date for 
receipt of applications is Thursday 14th September. 

We are committed to the promotion of equal 
opportunities for all. 


St. Mary's Church, Maidenhead 
is looking for a 

Director of Music 

(part-time) 

for our Mission orientated, Bible-teaching church 
You should have: 

• Ability to lead and co-ordinate teams of musicians 
and be able to work with people of all ages. 

• Ability to play the organ and keyboard 
competently. 

• Sympathy with a wide range of musical styles of 
worship. 

Closing date for applications, 30 September 2006 

The Borough Church of St Andrew & 

St Mary Magdalene 
St. Mary’s Close, 14 High Street, 
Maidenhead Berkshire, SL6 1YY 
tel : 01628 638866 

email: office@stmarysmaidenhead.org 
web: www.stmarysmaidenhead.org 
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Advice on Funeral Planning 



Ordained Local Ministry 



'EVERY home should have one’ was my first thought 
after reading The Complete Book of Funeral Planning 
Readings &: Music’. I came to the book with personal 
experience of the grief of losing a loved member of my 
family (my sister) and of helping to arrange what I 
hope was a fitting and personal funeral service for her. 

My review, therefore, draws on my experiences and 
needs at that difficult time and how well the advice 
and suggestions offered in the book would have 
helped me. 



'Showing my family this book as I read 
through it, we all agreed that it would 
- have made everything so much easier 
to have it sitting on a shelf to refer to' 



What to do in the event of the death of a close rela- 
tive or friend is not something most people rehearse in 
their minds 'just in case'. We don't generally have a 
list ready and waiting of suitable hymns or readings, 
or ideas we might call on for the service. 

Perhaps we should. It would certainly help should 
the unthinkable happen, because then our energy is 
used in coping with our own and our family's emo- 
^ctional and practical turmoil. Even if we have once 
made a mental note of a reading that struck a chord, 
or a hymn the person had said they liked, we proba- 
bly won't remember until it was too late. 

I remember scouring bookshelves for advice on 
funeral planning and finding very little of help. My 
family and I had long discussions about the right 
things to do. I felt helpless and annoyed that I could- 
n’t find what I needed. 

Showing my family this book as I read through it, 
we all agreed that it would have made everything so 



much easier to have it sitting on a shelf to refer to. 

The chapters give you clear, practical information 
about what happens when a death occurs, registering 
the death, arranging the funeral, planning the service, 
choosing a memorial stone and even funeral etiquette. 
All so helpful when your mind is numb and it's not 
something you previously knew about. 

I particularly liked the selection of readings, some 
unknown to me and some familiar, that I just couldn't 
bring to mind when I needed them most. 

There is advice on sorting out financial matters and 
the authors also touch on how to deal with unusual 
requests by the deceased, and on practical necessities 
as well as emotional support relating to the heart- 
breaking death of a child. 

The style is easily digestible, simple and sensitive 
and for me would have acted as a knowledgeable and 
sympathetic shoulder to lean on and refer to in a time 
of great confusion and need. 

My family and I agreed that it would not be morbid 
to suggest every family 'needs' this book before they 
actually need it. It would be commonsense and some- 
thing they would definitely be glad to have on hand 
one day. 

Barbara Bolder works in the Front Office at Diocesan 
Church House 
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THE COMPLETE BOOK 
OF FUNERAL PLAN- 
NING. READINGS AND 
MUSIC 

RACHEL JOHNSTONE- 
BURT. ALISON GIBBS. 
REVD JOHN WYNBURNE 

FOULSHAM 



MY main complaint about this book, 
subtitled ‘A New Shape for Ministry 
in the Church of England’ is that it is 
written entirely by people who are 
based in the Diocese of Southwark 
and only rarely concedes that other 
Dioceses, too, may have OLM train- 
ing schemes and OLM Priests. To be 
fair the joint Editors admit this in 
their 'Conclusions’, but I was left 
wondering why they did not consult 
other Dioceses who have OLM 
schemes and seek contributions from 
them so that the result would be 
truly ‘in the Church of England’. 

A second complaint would be 
that, because the history of OLM in 
Southwark is almost entirely con- 
fined to the experiences of urban 
parishes, the experience of those 
Dioceses where there are large 
deeply rural areas, where OLM is a 
vital factor in the life of the Church, 
are largely ignored. 

This is particularly apparent in the 
chapters that describe OLM in 
Southwark as originally being a 
response to working class parishes 
having middle class Incumbents or 
congregations with a significant eth- 
nic content having white 
Incumbents. Two chapters are con- 
tributed by OLMs, one a Nigerian in 
the parish of New Cross and the 
other a retired Head Mistress from 
Balham. I would have liked there to 
have been more contributions from 
those who actually know what it is 
like to be an OLM and rather less 



from people who may well be 
experts in their field but are not 
OLMs themselves and can never 
know what it is actually like ‘at the 
coal face’. It was not until I reached 
the chapter 8, written by an 
Incumbent presenting her view and 
the final chapter (13) ‘Realizing 
Potential’ that I began to resonate 
with what I was reading. 

The ‘Incumbent's View’ chapter 
deals with some of the knotty prob- 
lems such as ‘who presides when, 
and how often’, but even this betrays 
the single parish benefice style which 
is absent in the majority of rural 
parishes which are usually part of a 
multi-parish benefice and any priest 
is a bonus when parishes are asking 
for regular Eucharistic services. 
There are some wise words from the 
Incumbent concerning the problems 
of an OLM in an interregnum and 
the OLM as an agent of change or a 
focus of resistance to changes. 

The Revd. David Haylett is an OLM in 
the Dorchester Team Ministry 
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FOR SALE 

KW4 Fibreglass 

Kayak 

Excellent condition 
plus paddles, spray 
deck and skeg. 

£135 
A BARGAIN! 
TEL: 01344 762095 
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ROBES 

Off-white Hooded ALB 
and Red Scapula + 4 
each Liturgical colours. 
Size 6- 1 4 

Approx 35 - 

Donation 

TEL: 01491 671424 





Kathy Baldwin, The Mission to Seafarers, 
St Michael Paternoster Royal, 

College Hill, London EC4R 2RL 



Registered Charity No. 212432 



Christmas cards 



For 150 years The Mission to Seafarers has been caring for the practical and 
spiritual welfare of seafarers on behalf of the Anglican Church. 



Shipping may have changed since 1 856, but seafarers still face danger and 
difficulties, still spend long periods isolated from their homes, families and 
communities and can still be abandoned and exploited. So The Mission to 
Seafarers continues to have a vital role in the 230 ports worldwide in which 
it works today. 



You can help support this ministry by buying our Christmas cards. To send 
off for a catalogue please contact Kathy Baldwin on 020 7248 5202 or 
email pr@missiontoseafarers.org You can also order cards direct from 
www.missiontoseafarers.org or return the coupon below to: 



.Postcode . 



Caring for seafarers 
around the world 



Please send me 



Name . 
Address 



Mission to Seafarers' Christmas catalogues. 
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SEPTEMBER 

Sat 2 SLOUGH St Laurence 
Upton Mediaeval Church Fayre 
10.30am-4pm. 01753 532524. 
Sat 2 (and all Sats in Sep) 

WINDSOR Teas in Parish Church 
llam-5pm. 01753 852512 or 
855073. 

Sun 3 ROTHERFIELD GREYS 

Village & Church Fete, Greys 
Court 2-4. 30pm. 

Sun 3 WINGRAVE near 
Aylesbury Cream Teas in Parish 
Church 3-6pm. 

Sun 3 (and all Suns in Sep) 
ELLESBOROUGH Tea and cakes 
St Peter 8c St Paul Church 
2-5. 30pm. 01844 343897. 

Sun 3 (and all Suns to 22 Oct) 

HUGHENDEN Cream teas, etc. 
Church House (near St Michael 8c 
All Angels Church) 2. 15-5. 15pm. 

Thu 7 WOUGHTON ON THE 
GREEN Annual Woughton St 
Mary’s Lecture ‘Respect is a State 
of Mind and the Responsibility of 
the State’, Revd Joel Edwards, 
Evangelical Alliance, St Mary’s 
Church 8pm (Holy Communion 
' 7.15pm). 01908 665113. 

Sat 9 RIDE AND STRIDE 
Historic Churches Ttust 
Sponsored Event 
Sun 10 OXFORD Monthly med- 
itation services on ‘Images of 
Christ’ start St Matthew’s Church, 
Marlborough Rd 6.30pm: ‘The 
Musician’s Christ’. 01865 790180. 



Sun 10 LOWER BASILDON St 

Bartholomew’s Church open 
2-4pm; Harvest Festival 6pm. 

Hie 12 READING Lunchtime 
Music Miscellany at Earley, St 
Peter’s Church 12.30pm. 
Collection for Age Concern. 
syllencol@lineone.net. 

Fri 15-Sun 17 SEER GREEN 
Flower Festival Holy Trinity 
Church: Fri llam-6pm; Sat 
10am-6pm; Sun 12-5pm followed 
by Songs of Praise in churchyard 
6pm. 

Sat 16 TWYFORD Youth Mass 
led by 10-piece Christian Ska Band 
St Mary’s Church 7pm. 01865 
208253. 

Sat 16 WOODSTOCK St Mary 
Magdalene Church Fete, rectory 
garden 2-5pm. < 

Sun 17 HIGH WYCOMBE 

Organ Recital St Francis of Assisi 
Church, Amersham Rd, Terriers, 
3pm. Free; collection for Water Aid. 
<www.terrierschurch.org.uk>, 01494 
526346. 

Fri 22 FINGEST Healing Service 
with laying on of hands and 
anointing at Holy Communion 
10.15am. 01491 571231. 

Sat 23 OXFORD St Michael’s 
Church Fait; Summertown Church 
Hall, Portland Rd, 10am-2pm. 
Book^, plants, toys, cakes, etc. 
Lunches. Proceeds to USPG for 
AIDS projects in South Africa. 

Sat 23 ROTHERFIELD PEP- 
PARD To the Children’: songs of 
childhood and adolescence (mezzo 
soprano- 8c piano). All Saints’ 
Church 7.30pm. Collection for 
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Children’s Society. 0118 972 2844. 

Sun 24 (to13 Oct) OXFORD 

Exhibition of Paintings and Prints: 
‘Lift up your Eyes: Roofscapes’ St 
Giles’ Church, weekdays 12 -2pm; 
weekends 2-5 pm. 

Fri 27 OXFORD Parents 8c 
Children Together (PACT) Annual 
Lecture, Oxford Brookes 
University Lloyd Lecture Theatre 
8pm: Sue Gerhardt ‘Why Love 
Matters’. 0118 938 7600. 

Thu 28 OXFORD Lunchtime 
talk: Julian Munby, ‘Some 

Medieval Roofs of Oxford’, St 
Giles’ Church 12.30pm. 

Fri 29-Sun 1 Oct IVER HEATH 
Harvest Celebration Weekend St 
Margaret’s Church. Fri: service 
7.30pm followed by cheese 8c 
wine; Sat: flower and vegetable 
show. Sun: Family Harvest Festival 
Eucharist followed by parish lunch. 
01753 654241. 

Sat 30 CHESHAM Celebration 
of Art & Craft, St Mary’s Church 
Rooms 10am-4pm. 01494 

772526. 

OCTOBER 

Sun 1 WOKINGHAM Animal 
Welfare Society Service of 
Thanksgiving for Creation 6c 
Blessing of Animals. All Saints’ 
Church 3pm; preacher Bishop of 
Reading. All creatures and people 
welcome. 0118 978 9782. 

Thu 5 OXFORD Lunchtime slide 
lecture St Giles’ Church 12.30pm: 
‘Beautiful and Little-known 
Churches of Oxfordshire’; £6 inc. 
light lunch. 



The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is 
designed to be hung on church noticeboards. Please send your events to 
doorpo$t®oxford»angffcan«org or by post to Church House* Th© deadline for the 
October issue is Wednesday 6 September 



Sun 8 OXFORD Monthly medi- 
tation service on ‘Images of Christ’ 
St Matthew’s Church, Marlbor- 
ough Rd 6.30pm: ‘The 

Iconographer’s Christ’. 01865 
790180. 

Hie 10 COOKHAM DEAN 

Organ Recital St John the Baptist 
Church 8pm. 01628 529861. 

Thu 12 OXFORD Lunchtime 
talk on 14th-century timber halls of 
Southern England, St Giles’ Church 
12.30pm. 

Thu 19 OXFORD Riding Lights 
Theatre Company National Tour 
Pipe Dreams, ‘a seriously funny 
whodunnit about what’s happen- 
ing to our water’. St Edward’s 
School. 01904 613000, info@ 
rltc.org, www.ridinglights.org. 

Fri 20 OXFORD Unicom ecu- 
menical discussion group: Thomas 
a Kempis (Very Revd Robert 
Jeffery), House of St Gregory 8c St 
Macrina, Canterbury Rd l-2pm . 
01865 724843. 

Sun 22 WOODSTOCK 

Christian Aid Service, St Mary 
Magdalene Church 6pm. Speaker 
from Rwanda. dshep@tiscali. 
co.uk. 

Fri 27 FINGEST Healing Service 
with laying on of hands and 
anointing at Holy Communion 
10.15am. 01491 571231. 



BBC RADIO OXFORD 95.2 
BBC RADIO BERKSHIRE 
104.1 

Enjoy your Sunday 
Breakfast 
Sundays 6-9 am 



Courses 

Vocations Fellowship 

28 Sep Dorchester 6c Oxford 
Vocations Fellowship: Ministry 
in the Work Place (Revd Hugh 
Lee) Diocesan Church House 
7.30pm. 

30 Sep Berkshire Vocations 
Fellowship Quiet Day (Revd 
Ainsley Swift) St James Church 
6c Parish Centre, Finchamp- 
stead 10am-3.30pm. 

Debbie Dallimore , tel. 01865 
208291, email debbie. 
dallimore@oxford.anglican.org 

Christian Spirituality 

Living the Mystery: the Way of 
Christ the Contemplative (6 ses- 
sions over 10 months), Revd 
Philip Roderick. 

9 Sep ‘Wonderstruck 
Beholding - Revealing God’ 
Thame Barns Centre, Thame 
9.30am-3.30pm £40 per ses- 
sion, £210 for all pre-b ooked. 
Contemplative Fire, The Old 
Smithy, Hawridge Common, 
Chesham HP 5 2UPQ, tel. 
01494 758878, email 
contemplative fire@btinternet. 
com, www.contemplativefire. 

org- 

Youth Alpha in Milton 
Keynes 

23 Sep MK Youth Alpha (for 
1 ls-1 8s) Launch Supper, 

Hockey Stadium 9pm. 
Bridgebuilder Trust, 01908 
270670, email office@mkbt. 
org.uk 



Spiritual Direction 

1 1 Nov God 6c the Art of 
Seeing: visual resources for the 
journey of faith (Revd Graham 
Sparkes) Diocesan Church 
House 10.30am-4pm (bring 
lunch) £15. 

Bookings Jeni Hobbs, Church 
House, Oxford OX2 0NB, 
email Jeni.Hobbs@oxford. 
anglican.org. 

Jan-July 2007 Introduction 
to Spiritual Direction: bookings 
being taken. 

www.oxford.anglican.org/spi-dir 
or Barbara Doubtfire , tel. 

01993 810005, spidir@ 
oxford.anglican.org 



Services at Christ 
Church Cathedral 

Sundays: 8am Holy 
Communion; 10am Matins; 
11.15am Sung Eucharist; 
6pm Evensong 
Weekdays: 7.15am Matins; 
7.35am Holy Communion; 
1-1. 10pm Praying at One 
(Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays Fridays); 

1 pm (Wednesdays) Holy 
Communion; 6pm Evensong 
(Thursdays Sung Eucharist 
6pm); 

Wednesdays only 1 .05pm 
Holy Communion 

Cathedral office: 01865 
276155 f www.chch.ox.ac.uk 



Please include a contact 
phone number or email 
address with your Doorpost 
entries. 

More events on our website 
www.oxford.anglican.org. 




Prayer Diary 



compiled by Pam Go 




e When the cares of my heart 
are many , your consolations 
cheer my soul. 9 
Psalm 94:19 

In the power of the Spirit 
and in union with Christ , let 
us pray to the Father for 

Fri 1 Woodstock Deanery. 
For area dean - Roger 
Humphreys: synod lay chair- 
man - John Peverel-Cooper: 
ecumenical representative 
Gillian Oldfield. 

Sat 2 Blenheim: clergy - 
Roger Humphreys, Andrew 
Parkinson, David Muston, 
Shaun Henson, Colin 
Sanders: licensed lay minister 
- Celia Humphreys. 

Eynsham and Cassington: 
clergy - Morey Andrews, 
Andrew Atherstone, John 
Underwood, Roger Aston: 
licensed lay minister - Neil 
Grady: youth worker - 

Helen Cobby. 

* 

THE TWELFTH SUNDAY 
AFTER TRINITY 

Sun 3 As the new academic 
year begins we pray for all 
places of learning whatever 
age, ability or interest they 
cater for; for academic, pas- 
toral and administrative staff 
and those who attend to 
learn. For those working 



within the brief of the 
Oxford Diocesan Board of 
Education and the 100 aided 
and 180 controlled schools: 
Director of Education Leslie 
Stephen, schools advisers 
Roy Davey, Gillian Allison, 
Jo Fageant and Julie 
Mintern and for those 
implementing 
the revised Religious 
Education curriculum. 

Mon 4 ST. BIRINUS. North 
Leigh: clergy - Stephen 

Kirkham: half-time youth 
worker - Simon Hodgkins. 
Tue 5 Hanborough and 
Freeland: clergy - Tim 

Naish, Sister Mary Britt: 
licensed lay ministers - Clive 
Berry, Hugh Dalton, 
Elizabeth Sharpies: pastoral 
assistants -John Fox, Peter 
Langley. 

Wed 6 Steeple Aston with 
North Aston and Tackley: 
clergy - Stephen M’Caw. 

Thu 7 Stonesfield with 
Combe Longa: clergy - 

Geoff Van der Weegen. 

Fri 8 Westcote Barton with 
Steeple Barton, Duns Tew 
and Sandford St Martin: 
clergy - Graeme Arthur. 

Sat 9 Wootton with 
Glympton and Kiddington: 
clergy - Stephen Jones: 
licensed lay minister - Jenny 
Wagstaffe. 



THE THIRTEENTH SUNDAY 

AFTER TRINITY 

Sun 10 RACIAL JUSTICE 

For the work of the Diocesan 
Committee for Racial 
Justice: patron - The Bishop 
of Buckingham: chairperson 

- Beverley Ruddock: adviser 

- Raj Patel. 

Mon 11 Wycombe Deanery. 
This diverse deanery, 
www.wdchurch.org is devel- 
oping a shared mission plan, 
geared towards using every- 
one’s skills to help each other 
reach out more effectively to 
the whole community. We 
are focussing on shared val- 
ues, training for mission and 
leadership, and ministry 
alongside the hurting, in an 
area where most people are 
comfortably off. We want to 
see more people making 
more of a difference in Jesus' 
name. For area dean - 
Malcolm Macnaughton: 
associate area dean - Robert 
Jennings: synod lay chair - 
Ann Cartland: licensed lay 
minister - Pat Hastings: ecu- 
menical representative - 
Tony Dickinson. 

Hie 12 Flackwell Heath: 
clergy - Christopher Bull, 
Gerry Foster, Martin 
Courtney: licensed lay minis- 
ter - Sue Simpson. 

Wed 13 Great Marlow w 



Marlow Bottom, Little 
Marlow and Bisham, Team 
Ministry: clergy - Nick 

Molony, Dani Munoz- 
Trivino, Gabrielle Smith: 
Methodist Minister 
Michael Hughes: licensed lay 
ministers - John Bustin, 
Peter Kent. 

Thu 14 High Wycombe 
Deaf Church: clergy - Ben 
Whitaker. 

Fri 15 Hambleden Valley 
Group: clergy - Malcolm 
Macnaughton, Amanda 
Bloor, Mieke Gaynor: 
licensed lay minister - 
Annette Jackson. 

Sat 16 Hazlemere: clergy - 
Clive Collier, Bill Mason, 
Alan Garratt, John Wigram, 
Rachel Wigram: pastoral 
worker - Derek Hopwood. 

THE FOURTEENTH SUN- 
DAY AFTER TRINITY 

Sun 17 For each deanery 
chapter and the opportuni- 
ties for support of clergy. 
Mon 18 Hedsor with 
Bourne End: clergy - Ann 
Trew, Rosemary Payne. 

Hie 19 Hughenden St 
Michael and All Angels: cler- 
gy - Simon Cronk, Frederick 
Friend: licensed lay minister 
- Bill Geers. 

Wed 20 High Wycombe 
Team Ministry: clergy - 



David Picken, David Foster; 
Mary Gurr, Susie Simpson, 
Nicky Tottle, Stephen 
Whitmore. All Saints: clergy 

- David Picken, Nicky 
Tottle, Paul Willis: lay pastor 

- Jackie Lock: licensed lay 
ministers - Maureen 
Lampard, Noreen Talbot: 
licensed youth minister - 
Sarah Hamilton. 

Thu 21 MATTHEW, APOS- 
TLE AND EVANGELIST. St 
Mary and St George Sands, 
and St James' Downley: cler- 
gy - Susie Simpson, James 
Mukunga, Joan Arthur. 

Fri 22 St Andrew: clergy - 
David Foster, Elaine Carr: 
licensed lay minister - 
Joanna Howard: pastoral 
assistant - Heather Graham: 
youth worker - David 
Montgomery. St Anne and St 
Peter: clergy - Mary Gurr. 
Sat 23 Those to be ordained 
deacon or priest and the 
parishes where they will 
serve. Give thanks for those 
who provide education, 
training and guidance before 
and after ordination. 

THE FIFTEENTH SUNDAY 
AFTER TRINITY 

Sun 24 The candidates for 
ordination and their training 
incumbents, for their fami- 
lies and all who support 



them, for their places of sec- 
tor ministry and employ- 
ment. 

Mon 25 St Birinus and St 
John: • clergy - Stephen 
Whitmore, Peter Viney, 
Marie Jackson, Ruth 
Wooster: pastoral assistant - 
Janice Allerston: licensed lay 
ministers - Josie Martin, 
Allison Smale. 

Hie 26 West Wycombe with 
Bledlow Ridge, Bradenham 
and Radnage: clergy - Nigel 
Lacey, Linda Richardson, 
Veronica Beaumont, and Eric 
Nicholson. 

Wed 27 Loudwater: clergy - 
Timothy Butlin: licensed lay 
ministers - David Clarke, 
Patrick Finlay. 

Thu 28 South Chilterns 
Group Ministry Lane End 
with Cadmore End: clergy - 
Robert Jennings: licensed lay 
ministers - Geoff Brown, 
John Coombs. Stokenchurch 
with Ibstone: clergy - 

Alistair France. Terriers: cler- 
gy - Tony Dickinson: 
licensed lay minister - 
Valerie Evans. 

Fri 29 ST MICHAEL AND 
ALL ANGELS Hughenden: 
clergy - Simon Cronk, 
Frederick Friend: licensed l&y 
minister - Bill Geers. 

Sat 30 Wooburn: clergy - 
Martin Wallington. 








the Door closes 
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Youth View 



Behind the scenes with our 

On a regular basis things 
happen in my youth work 
that light up my life and 
make everything worth 
while. On Easter Sunday, for 
example, picture the scene... 

It's dusk and dodgy-looking 
teenagers are seen running 
and shouting in St Mary's 
beautiful church yard. A 
concerned citizen calls the 
police saying criminal dam- 
age is taking place. 

The police jump into action, 
only to discover it's the church 
youth group! An amused call 
back to base goes: 'No crimi- 
nal damage Guv, it's just an 
Easter egg hunt!' 

In July our teenagers 
joined in an exciting event 
called 'OUT THERE' in 
which young people did 
community projects to clear 
up public areas. My lot 
worked tirelessly to clean 
v?ut the Misbourne River and 
you would not believe the 
rubbish we took out of 
there! Granted, there was 
quite a lot of mud slinging 
and water fighting but the 
job was done in double-quick 
time. You see these young 
Christians aren't just into 
spiritual cleaning. They want 
to serve God practically as well. 

As I type this I am seven- 



diocese’s youth workers 

months pregnant. One of my 
(many) fears about having a 
baby was how the group 
would respond. But they 
have surprised me with their 
interest and care. From 
requesting that I don't go 
overdue as someone is away 
on a school trip to reading 
my pregnancy magazines 
and, of course, all volunteer- 
ing to baby-sit, it's turning 
into quite a group event! 
Some of the older ones are 
taking on more of a leader- 
ship role too, which is great 
for my fuzzy pregnancy brain! 

I feel honoured to be 
involved in so many young 
lives and to help them get 
more deeply involved with 
God and the life he has for 
them. Our youth group aims 
to be a place where teenagers 
are safe, supported and free 
to grow. 

When you hear how terri- 
ble young people are today, 
please stop and think that 
maybe there are many 
young people who are wor- 
thy of our respect. 

I believe that our world 
has a great future in these 
capable, socially aware and 
sensitive young hands. 

Marianne Holt is a youth worker 
at St Mary's Church ; Amersham. 




Photographer, Simon Bentley 
captured Bodicote's historic 
day as the Revd Ben Phillips 
welcomed everyone to the 
baptism service (top), pre- 
pared Jonathan for immer- 
sion (above) and 
welcomed him formally into 
God's family (right). 




Baptised in the brook 



When 10 year old Jonathon Titman of Bodicote considered his baptism, 
in preparation for confirmation, he decided only full-immersion would do. 
We joined him on a hot, sunny, Sunday afternoon, together with friends 
from St John the Baptist Church and the village, down at the brook... 



Q WHY full immersion baptism Jonathan? 

A Before we came to this church my brother 
was baptised by full immersion and it looked 
like fun! Also it seemed more real because 
it’s the way John the Baptist did it. 

Q What does being baptised mean to you? 

A It didn’t feel like I’d made a proper state- 
ment to God before. Last year I went to the 
Keswick convention and the leader of our 
group said we couldn’t just sit on the fence 
about belief. I prayed there, and at home 
since, that God would receive me into his 
family and that he would give me a sign that 
he had heard my prayer. My baptism was my 
sign to God that I am ready to follow him. 



them come along. 

When I go to secondary school in 
September I’ll get more homework which 
will take up time, but hopefully it will be ok. 

Q What do your schoolfriends think about 
your baptism in the brook? 

A Some of them came along. They thought it 
was a bit crazy but I think they enjoyed it. 
They definitely liked the cake! 

Q Was it a day to remember? 

A Definitely. And I think I was the first per- 
son in the village to be baptised in the brook 
so I made history too! 



Q How does God fit in to a 
typical busy 10 year-old’s life? 
A In the mornings when I get 
up early I read my Bible while 
Mum is doing her Bible notes. 
I’ve got The Liberator, the sec- 
ond version of the Street Bible, 
which I like. The CD has musi- 
cal parts. It really brings it to 
life. 

I pray at least three times a 
day and at Church I’ll be in the 
Me and Jesus youth group 
when I’m confirmed. 

My friends know that I go to 
church on Sundays and just 
call for me afterwards. Some of 



BCP services hard to find? 



PBS 

Prayer Book 
„ Society J 



Registered Charity No. 1099295 

The Prayer Book Society exists to 
promote the worship and doctrine 
of the Book of Common Prayer. 

Contact 0118 9S8 0377 
gpwild@ btconnect.com 
or visit www.prayerbook.org.uk 
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TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEMAKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 
Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear 
and Robemakers 

109 COWLEY ROAD 
OXFORD 0X4 1HU 
TEL & FAX: (01865) 722022 
• Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and 
Cottas • Albs • Stocks • Vergers and 
" Preaching Gowns • Preaching Scarves 
• Stoles • Hoods • Girdles and 
Cinctures • Shirts and much more 
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL 




Birinius, our local’ saint 

‘L(>ok, here is water! What is to pre- 
vent me from being baptized?’ Acts 
8:37 

These words were actually spoken by the 
Ethiopian eunuch, a serious seeker of the 
truth who encountered the deacon Philip on 
his way home from Jerusalem in a chariot. 
However; I feel they’re also quite appropri- 
ate to put into the mouth of the most distin- 
guished convert of our ‘local’ saint, Birinus 
of Dorchester; whose feast day falls on 4 
September. The convert in question was king 
Cynegils of Wessex. He had been under 
instruction (rather longer than the eunuch!) 
by Birinus, and was finally baptized in the 
waters of the river Thame at Dorchester in 
about 635AD. 

His baptism went a long way to guaran- 
teeing the success of Birinus’s missionary 
activities among the West Saxons, whom he 
had found depressingly pagan. They had 
apparently been immune to the mission 
launched earlier by Augustine of 



Canterbury, but the conversion of their king 
seemed to tip the balance, and from then on 
Birinus was able to plant churches through- 
out the region. Birinus was not, sadly, a 
native Saxon. He had been sent by the Pope, 
probably from his home in Lombardy. But, 
in the true spirit of the evangelist, his heart 
warmed to the people of Wessex and longed 
to see them turn to Christ. The dramatic act 
of the king's baptism in a river - something 
of an indignity, in the circumstances - must 
have been an enormous encouragement. He 
became the first bishop of Dorchester and 
died in 650. 

According to St Paul, in baptism we are 
buried with Christ into death, so that , ‘just 
as Christ was raised from the dead by the 
glory of the Father so we too might walk in 
newness of life’ (Romans 6:4). The language 
is stark and vivid. Baptism is a death to the 
old life, and a resurrection into the new one. 
The image of king Cynegils going down into 
the waters of the Thame and emerging a 
new man may picture for us not only a new 
start for the West Saxons of long ago, but for 
us, too. 




Leadcraft 

Stained Glass Studio 



STAINED GLASS ARTISTS 
AND CRAFTSMEN 

Traditional leaded lights made and repaired. 
Specialists in reproduction of hand painted and 
decorative glass for windows and doors. 

Ecclesiastical and Residential 



Canon David Winter is a former Diocesan Adviser on Evangelism, former BBC head of religious affairs, a broad- 
caster and author of many books including ‘Old Words New Life’ (BRF); which offers reflections on forty key Old 
Testament words and ‘Making Sense of the Bible’ (Lion); a simple, no-nonsense guide to using the Bible. 

He lives in Oxford with his wife, Ros. 




3 Malthouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA 
Tel: 0118 956 8534 Fax: 0118 957 5865 

By appointment only 
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